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The PRESIDENT took the Chair af 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Annunal Re-
port of the Fremantle Harbour Trust. 2,
Amended By-laws of the Claremont Roads
Bonrd under the Health Aet. .

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor reeeived and
read notifying assent to the following
Bills:— ]

1, Roman Catholic Church Property Aect
Amendment.

2, Adoption of Children Aet Amendment.

3, Western Australian Day Funds.

, Permanent Reserve.
, BExeeufion of Instruments.
. Zoological Gardens Aet Amendient.

=B -

MINTSTERIAL STATEMENT—CON-
DUCT -OF BUSINESS.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (IIon.
H. P. Colebatch—-East) [4.353]: T desire
briefly to inform hon. members of the in-
tention of the Government in regard to the
conduct of the business for the next week or
80. As most members are aware, the Prime
Minister bas convened a confeérence of
State Premiers. This was to have met in
Melbourne during the present month, but it
was impossible for the Premier of Western
Ausiralia to attend at that time. The
Prime Minister was deeply anxious that all
State Premiers should be present at the
eonference. T think it will readily suggest
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itself to the minds of hon. members that
the matters to be dealt with at that eonfer-
ence are of supreme moment, not.only to
the State and to lhe Commonwealth, but pro-
bably to the Kmpire itself. At any rate
it 15 eonsidered essential, in the interests of
\Western Australia, and particularly its fin-
ancial interests, thai the Premier should at-
tend that conference, and Mr. Wilson pro-
poses to leave Fremantle next Saturday
week. It is not the intenlion of the Gov-
ernment that Parliament should sit during
the absence of the Premier. If is conse-
quently our desire that, as far as possible,
the business on the Notice *aper shall be
dealt with during the remainder of this and
the eoming week., As to whether the session
will be concluded at the end of next week,
or merely ndjourned until the beginning of
next year, is a matter for subsequent de-
cision, depending chiefly on the progress
made with business in anotber place. It may
he found necessary to ask hon. members
to sit on one or lwo days additional to those
appointed by our Standing Orders, and pos-
sibly to sit at an earlier hour. Af present I
do not propose to do this, but merely to ask
hon. members to sit a little later than is our
custom and to sit on Thursday night. It
may be necessary to ask the House to sus-
pend the Standing Orders in regard to one
or two Bills, but that procedure will not be
attempted unless absolately necessary. I
trust that, with the co-operation of hon.
members, we shall bhe able o get through
the business without unduly imposing on fhe
time of Tion. members.

SELECT COMMITTEE WHEAT MAR-
KETING BILL.
Eatension of Time.

On motion by Hon. J. M. Drew, the time
for bringing up the seleet committee’s re-
port was extended to Tuesday, 2Sth instant.

BILL—FRANCHISE.
Report of Committee adopted.

PAPERS—KIMBERLEY CATTLE, GOV-
ERNMENT PURCHASE.

Debate resumed from Tuesday, the 14th
November, on the motion by Hon. J. J.



{22 Novemeer, 1916.]

Holmes, “That the contract for the purchase
of 12,000 Kimberley caitle for next season’s
delivery, and all papers in connection there-
with, be laid upon the Table of the House.”

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENXQOM ({North)
[+.401: When Mr. Holmes submifted to me
this apparently innocent molion, I quite
agreed to his proposal, but I certainly was
not aware that it would be atlended with
such dramatie results. I think Mr. Holmes
has been p little premature in his action,
What I expected would have been done was
that, in the event of the House earrying the
moticn, we should all have had an oppor-
tunily of seeing the agreement. But previous
to our seeing this agreement Mr. Holmes
has made a very interesting and siriking
speech. It seems to me the better pro-
cedure would have been to carry this motion
for the tabling of the agreement and so en-
able us all to see if, then to have framed a
furiher motion in accordance with the opin-
ions we might have formed from a perusal
of the agreement. Under the circumstances
I think Mr. Holmes'’s action was premature,
because unless he has had an opportunity of
seeing this agreement he must have been lo
a large extent presuming as to its contents.
I ecannot agree, either, that Mr. Holmes
chose a good time for submilting a motion
of this kind. I think, even if he had not been
as friendly to the Government as perhaps
he is, be could hardly have gone farther out
of his way than he has done to gratuitously
embarrass them. The Government are con-
fronted with a great many diffienlties. They
have inherited some of the tronhles, and
therefore I think their well-wishers would
hardiy like to embarrass them unnecessarily.
So I am afraid that, although I agree to a
large extent with the action of Mr. Holmes,
it was a little ill-timed. We have heard a
great deal shout a secret contract. Was it a
secret contract? I have not applied to the
Government to see the agreement, and I am
not aware whether Mr. Holmes has applied,
but the time for one to say it was a secret
agreement was after one had been refused
permission to see it. I have had no conver-
sations with Mr. Holmes about if, so I am
simply imagining what has taken place. 1
feel certain that if T had applied to see the
contract the Minister wounld have permitted
it, and 1 cannot think it is anything in
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the nature of a seciet contract. I absolutely
disapprove of the Jovernment parchasing
catile at all. 1 have spoken emphatically
against any Govegnment going into eom-
mercial enterprises; and the purchasing of
cattle 1s a large industrial and commercial
enterprise. I am not authorised fo apolo-
gise for the Government in any way, nor
am I in their counsels.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: You have made a
pretty fair apology so far.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: 1 am
going to fry to make a better one. The
times are so ahnormal that some excuse may
be made even for the Government carrying
on & business in this way, which perhaps
they are not favourably inclined to. We all
know that during war time matters are ab-
normal, and therefore, in the circumstances,
some excuse may be made for the action of
the Government, My other argument is that
this business is a legacy from the previous
Government. We do nol know how far the
present Government may be compelled to
carry on the business initiated by the pre-
vions Government. Perhaps, in the judg-
ment of the present Ministry, this may be
one of the best ways of doing it. Many of
us who object to this eclass of business, or
any other clags of business such as butchers’
shops and sieamships, being carried on by
the Government say, ‘Let the Government
get rid of the cattle and the butchers’ shops
and the steamers straightaway.” But if the
Government were to adopt such an attitude,
they would show very lilile interest in the
welfare of the State. 1f they are going to
get 1id of these large enterprises involving
many thousands of pounds, they must do it
gradually. Especially in these sbnormalk
times must they wait for advantageous op-
portunities of sale. It would be impossible
to pet rid of a large business such as the
cattle business or the steamships or butchers’
shops at a moment’s notice. That being so, I
listened with a great deal of interest and a
great deal of pleasure to what I miay call
the historical statement of Mr. Holmes in
connection with the cattle business and the
steamships. 1 am quite certain that state-
ment opened lbe eyes of a great many mem-
bers of this House as well as affording them
a very interesting two hours. Whether the
statement was all fact, I am not in a position
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to say; bul 1 know a great deal of it was
faet; and in the cireumstances it was most
interesting. But, so long as the Government
continne fo purchase cattle, there are three
things whieh they must have—ships, shops,
and paddocks. It is otterly useless for the
Government to attempt to purchase ecattle
unless they are in a position to earry out the
business fully. If they are not in sueh a
posifion, they may find themseives crippled
by being what is ealled “cornered.” T ean
give an instance of how easily people who
do not understand the meat business can be
tied up in a eorner. For some years I have
represented as managing director a very
large eompany, which own as many caitle
as three or four stations put together.
Amongst the transactions I bad on behalf of
that company was the sale of some 600 or
700 bullocks to a firm in Fremanile. The
cattle were sold from East Kimberley at so
much per Ib. fat meat delivered in Fre-
mantle. These cattle were delivered in Wynd-
ham in what wounld be called “meat con-
dition” at the time. They were put on the
‘boat, and owing to a hoi trip and other
causes their condition on arrival at Fre-
mantle was such that the purchasers said,
“They are not fat meat, and we will not
take fihem.” Affer some negotiation, the
purchasers agreed to take half the ecattle as
meat, and the other half were thrown on my
hands. Hon. members may pieture to them-
selves my position with 300 East Kimberley
catile at Fremantle, cattle infected with tick
and in quarantine, which no settler eould pur-
chase as stores. The only purehasers, there-
fore, were two or three butchers, or people
who conld kill them and use the hides and
as much of the flesh as possible. The end of
the transaction was somewhal on the lines
that Mr. Holmes drew the other day—in-
stead of getting £4 per head as 1 had been
getting for all the Manila business at Wynd-
ham, I got £1 10s. at Fremantle. This in-
cident shows that if the Government are
going to purchase cattle at all they must, as
I say, have ships, shops, and paddocks;
otherwise they are at the mercy of the pur-
chasers.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: They must have
money, too.
Hon. Sir E. H WITTENOOM: The

Government have sny amount of money. [
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think Mr. Hoimes, it he will not mind my
saying so, has been a little inconsistent in
his argument. Firsi of all, he freely abuses
the Government for dealing in cattle at all,
and gives them t(horoughly to understand
that they do not understand the business
and have been acting most unfairly in their
purchases. Altogether the hon. member
expressed the opinion that it was utterly
inadvisable for the Government to touch
the eattle business at all—an opinion which
1 share. But, in the next hreath, Mr. Holmes
freely advoeates that the Government
should continue the shipping business on the
North-West coast. This he urges them to
do, apparently withoui any reservation what-
ever. To show how tharoughly illogical the
hon. member was, 1 may point out that he
drew attention to terrible mistakes made with
several ships by the last Government. He
said the last Government ran the “N27 on
the coast, and lost so many bullocks which
were smothered, and did this thing and the
other thing. So far as Mr. Holmes is con-
cerned, T think we may safely elaim that
this is not a party House, because that hon.
member first of all abuses the present Gov-
ernment for purchases of cattle and then
abuses the late Government for the way they
handled their ships.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I did not abuse them
at all.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM : I think
the hon. member found fault. He said
that the “N2” was run on the roeks, that
in the ecase of another shipment some bul-
locks were lost on the voyage, and that
another ship was run on a sand bank.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: 1 explained what hap-
pened in 1913 and what happened in 191G,
and I showed how the reforms came about.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENQOM: The hon.
member contended that the Government
ought not to conduct the cattle bnsiness,
while he advocated that they should continue
the shipping business. I contend they
should not continue either. Personally, 1
object to all these State trading conecerms.
I ean adduce another instance showing why
the Government should not enter inilo the
cattle business at all. The meat business, like
most businesses, requires expert knowledge.
During the time I was connected with a cer-
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tain ecompany I was informed that an agree-
ment had been made in England beiween ihe
Government of Western Australia—which,
I believe, was then a Labour Govermment—
and the enmpany I represented for ihe pur-
chase of a large number of caltle. These
catlle were, T think, to average 600lbs, de-
livered at Wyndham. That c¢ircumstance
shows that my company did a silly thing
since it meant picking out the largest and
best of the caitle and leaving the rest. The
Government in order to protect themselves
said, “If these cattle on reaching Wyndham
do not average 600lbs. we will reduce the
price and pay yon for them according to
what they weigh” That sounded & per-
fectly fair condition to protect the Govern-
ment.  But, fortunately for the company,
a condition had been inserted by the company
that under no circumstances was delivery to
he refused. The season was a very bad one,
and the result was that the cattle instead of
averaging G00lbs. averaged only about 500.
The Government would be obliged to take de-
livery of the eatile at the proportionate re-
duction, with the result of being landed at
Wyndham with poor cattle to bring here.
The consequence would have been that the
Government would be landing in Fremantle
stores which would have lo he guarantined.
Thus it appears that unless people under-
stand the husiness it is easy to get tapgled
up. The contract T refer to was a big con-
tract; but, fortunately, the season being
a bad one, the company as well as the Gov-
ernment were glad to retire from the bar-
gain, and so very litfle damage was done. 1t
is evident, therefore, that unless one has
expert knowledge of these matters, it iz most
difficult to carry them out successfuily. No
Government can earry them out properly,
hecanse no Government possesses the expert
knowledge. Tt might he said that the Gov-
ernment counid get a manager. But if one
could get a manager fo do a business
as large as the Government will do,
that manager would de one of two
things—either he would run a busi-
ness on his own acconnt, or he would
find a private employer who wonld pay him
mueh beiter that the Government would. Mr.
Holmes made a few disparaging remarks
ahout & company with which I am assaciated,
namely, Dalgety & Co.
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Hon. J. J. Holmes: This is evidently a
family nilair.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: 1 thiok
Mr. Holmes =aid that the company were
running away from the coast like rats—like
rals from a sinking ship, he said, in order to
parficipate in high freights ruling else-
where. The steamers in question did go
away to participate in high freighis else-
where, but not like rats from a sinking ship.
They had been discouraged in their business
on this eoast 1o such an extent by the inter-
position of Government steamers that they
did not know where it was going to end, and
consequently the owners of the steamers-—not
Dalgety & Co., because they are a firm who
always have had the best interests of West-
ern Australia at heart~—naturally said, “As
these large freights are offering eclsewhere,
we will go where there is a certainty, and
not remain where there is only a chanece.”
Dalgety & Co. used every possible effort they
could with the owners in order to have the
steamers retained on the coast. In the ecir-
cumstances, however, the Government having
comne into the trade and having arranged
freights at different rates

Member: Could not those steamers have
made more on the Eastern coast?

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: Accorad-
ing to Mr. Drew, the “vultures” went away
from the South Australian ecoast, where
there was no opposition. T am not certain,
but possibly these boats were eommandeered
by the Commonwealth Government to carry
either troops or stores. I do not think the
ecompanics voluntarily abandoned the busi-
ness. Of course, the opportunity which Mr.
Holmes gave to those who are not guite in
accordance with the line of thought that
moves the present Government, was taken
every advantage of by Mr, Drew, who made
an admirable speech and put forward the
best possible case from his point of view.
There is no doubt it was his opportunity.
Knowing as much as be did, the hon. gentie-
nan gave a very interesting speech on the
other side of the question. T know M.
Drew fully recognised what a splendid
chance he had, I gathered that from his
frequent references to copious and carefully
compiled notes. I am certain his case had
been very carefully prepared. The hon.
gentleman made some striking remarks, and
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1 congratulate bim on the ease he puf for-
ward ; though, perhaps, reading between the
lines, one might take a different view from
his. However, I hepe that I have done away
wilh the idea in his mind as to the terrible
“vultares,” and that he will look upon the
shipping company in question from a dif-
ferent aspect henceforth. I do not think 1
need take up the time of the House further
on this question of the purchase of caftle.
I feel confident that the inferests of the
country will be safegnarded from all I have
heard, With these few remarks I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East) [5.1]:
1 had hoped that the mover of this motion
would have contented himself with formally
moving for a return covering the transae-
tions of the Government in this matter. I
think ihat both the Colonial Secretary and
his predecessor (Hon. J. M. Drew) bhave
taken Mr. Holmes far too seriously in con-
nection with this motion. T look upon his
attack on both the present and the late Gov-
ernments’ administration of the State steam-
ships as a matter of animal spirits. He has
such a superabundance of spirits as many of
his eolleagues might envy him, and in con-
sequence it cannot be expected that he would
fall into ordinary grooves. In his manner
of dealing with this motion he reminds me
of a schoolboy let out on a half-holiday, who
on his way home comes upon plate glass
windows in a new building, and who hap-
pens to find some broken brickbats near by.
The temptation is too much for him. There
is & fine window and a handy briclchat; and
he throws the brickbat and breaks the win-
dow absolutely without any feeling at all
but that of pure animal spirits. It would
not have mattered to him whether they were
Labour Government windows or Liberal
Government windows; in fact T do not think
it would have mattered had they been Holmes
Bros.’ windows—he would have broken them
rather than waste the brickbats. Mr. Holmes,
in the course of his remarks, led the House
to believe he was favourable to the State
Steamship Serviee; but it will be remem-
bered that the hon., member very strongly
attacked Mr. Drew’s administration of that
service, and even went so far as to waste a
lot of money on a Royal Commission. Now
he iz recklessly attacking the present Ad-
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ministration in the same way, Perbaps the
hon. member has not done this entirely out
of animal spirits. There may have been as
another compelling force an ambition to shaw
both administrations how they should carry
ont their business. That would only be a
natural ambition in a man whe knows all
about the subject and who is not bampered
with the actual administration, who has not
ihe task of finding ways and means for
meeting the diflicullies of the occasion. I
cannot for the life of me make out what is
the matter with Mr., Holmes. He must rea-
lise that the present Government were left
to carry the baby, ten babies, in faet, were
left to them by (heir predecessors. And
what were they to do; were they to kill off
those babies without inquiry¥ I think the
present Ministers have shown that they are
opposed to competing ag a Government with
private enferprises in these trading con-
eerns; but like prudent trustees of the public
estate they have said, “We must invesligale
these concerns.” And they are doing se.
Doubtless there are some of them which it
will be considered necessary shall be dropped,
sold,or leased ; but, for the tirne being at least,
it may be wise for them to be earried on, and
Lhe Government, as trustees for the country,
must carry them on. Surely this ¢ombined
business of a steamship service and ment
for the publiec is just one that no Govern-
weni would be justified in at onee putling
a stop to. The Government were bonnd fo
carry it on for a time. But wherein has
the Government left an opening for suech a
fine distinction as has been drawn by the
Hon. Mr. Drew? In my opinion Mr. Drew
missed a fine opportunity of rising above
party considerations. He might have done
this had he admitted that the Government
had done only whal it felt compelled to do
in the interests of the ecountry. Mr. Drew ad-
mitted that whilst this Government had pur-
chased 12,000 cattle, the Governmeni with
which he was connected purchased 9,000 head
last year. I had hoped that Mr. Drew
would take up that attitude, but instead of
that bhe has led the House to helieve he is
cpposed to the present attitude of the Gov-
ernment. Afthough Mr. Holmes and Mr.
Drew appear to be agreed on that, they
show considerable disagreement on many
points. To me it seems that the real objec-
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tion taken 1s that the Government dealt

with Emanuel Brothers to the exclusion of.

the smaller squatiers. Emanuel Brothers do
not come into the question. The Govern-
ment bought those eattle, and they are now
earrving them for themselves and not for
Emannel Broihers. Why should hon. mem-
bers permit the public to be misled on the
question? Mr. Drew said the present Gov-
ermmnent had turned down the old supporters
ot the steamship service and had accommo-
dated men who were opposed to the service.
The Government are not aceommodating
Emanuel Brothers, so far as J can see. The
Government, as buosiness wen, found that
the steanship service was not demanding a
proper freight for the carrying of ecattle
from the North-West. And they found
that the former patrons of the steam-
ghip service bad been having a good time;
they were paying u less freight than even
Mr. Holmes said they should have paiid.
Mr. Holines gaid Lhe service lost £16,000 as
a result from his firm and other firms; and
hecause the Government have sajd they
would not coniinue that rate but would
demand a fair freight the Government are
-eondemned. Where would the public he if
the former customers of the Stale stepmers
refused to pav ihe increased freight ani
satd “lef the eattle stay where they are and
find another warket.”  The Government,
we are fold. have bought sufficient eat-
tle to prevent depletion of the metro-
politan market, and it is ille to say (hat
BEmanuel Brothers have been preferred be-
fore the ald patrons of ihe steamship ser-
vice. The Government hought eattle where
they could buy them. 1 have no desire to fol-
low the hon. member in every allegation of his
speech in moving this motion hut T do want
to say that in this iroublous time, when the
Government have enough on hand in attend-
ing to the larger questions of the State and
the Empire and in straighteping out our
financial affairs, Mr. Holmes would have very
mich better served the inlerests of the coun-
try had he formally moved for The papers
and contented himself with that. T hope
that even mow Mr. Holmes will recognise
that this is not a time for prolonging mo-
tions of this sort, but a time when we should
get through the business of the country.

[39]
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Hon. J. J. IOLMES (Norlh—in reply)
[3.11]: The speech of Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom on this subjeet would have Dbeew
amusing but for the fact ihat we have known
ibe hon. gentleman for a number of vears.
He acecuses me ol having made a speech
without first baving seen the papers on the
quesiion, and inmediately he starts out in
the same direction himself, with this «it-
ference: | knew the subject 1 was speaking
on and the hon. gentleman did not. He is
nol quile acrcurale when he says 1 blame the
Government for purchasing eatile. T do not;
my people are blaming me beeanse 1 do not
blame the Government for that. My eow-
plaint is that the Government bought all
their cattle from one firm at one port to the
exclusion of ull the other shippers and grow-
ers in the North-West.

The Colonial Secretary: They did not.

Hoen. J. J. HOLMES: I will prove it as
I eontinue. Sir Edward Wittenoom has
also referred to the position of Dalgety &
C'o. in the matter. Despite what he bas said,
T wonld point out that two of the four boats
{formerly running on our North-West coast
have departed, and I think I am safe in sav-
inz that hetween twenty and thirty inter-
state steamers have left Australian waters
for fureign parts. The Australian position
has become so acute owing fo the action of
the steamship eompanies—and I am speaking
witl some authority—ihat the Prime Minister
has ordered those ships baek lo Australiai
wnters so soon as their presenl charlers are
completed. I stand eorrecied on this point,
but T helieve T am correct in saying that the
Wesl Australian Government have had an
intimalion from the Federal aunthorities that
the “Kangarco” should do serviee in Aus-
tralian waters .rather than irade in foreimn
parts.  So mueh for Dalgety and the other
sfeamship companies whose whole aim sinee
the war hegan has been to neglect the Nortli-
West.  Immediately the Premier an-
nounced the possibility of the Government
parting with the Siate Steamship Service.
however, the representatives of those eom-
panies fell over one another in 1heir hurry
to zet to the Government with the object of
securing the control of the service. The hon.
Mr. Cullen has said that the only difference
between the preseni contraect and that of
last year is that the Labour Government
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purchased 9,000 head and the Wilson Gov-
ernment 12,000 head. That is not the differ-
‘ence at all. The real difference is that the
Labour Government filled their own boats
on the North-West coast with anybody’s and
everybody’s cattle, and when they found
a shorlage in the market they employed
the “Moira” for one purpose alone, to
bring down Emanuel Brothers’ ecattle.
The Wilson Government, without knowing
if these usual customers were to get any
freight at all, or how they were to
caurry the ecattle, made a contract with
Ewmanuel Bros. for 12,000 head of
caitle fo the exclusion of everybody
else, and at the time they made the con-
tract they knew that the only freight they
had was freight for 9,000 lLeait of eattle —
$,060 cattle on the “Kwinana” for Kimanuel
Bros., and 1,000 head of cattle on the “Bam-
bra” which Kmanuel Bros. would have had
had it been any good to lhem. Why Emun-
nel PBros. did not want the “Bambra” was
that she ealls at all ports with mails and pas-
sengers. 1f is suicidal and madness fo ship
cattle in the North on 2 steamer lhat is
exlling at all ports and bung up af the
wharves, whiech is the time when the dam-
age is done to the eattle. 1f Emanuel Dros.
had wanled the “Bambra” they could have
had her loo. 'The Fact remains thai the nnly
space lhat the Government-have gt now
that they can rely upon is the space for the
5,000 callle on the “Kwinana,” which
goes te Emanuel Bros, and the 1,000
on the “Bambra.”” 3Mr. Cullen talks about
the Governinent not being able to zel fair
freights from the caltle owners, and said that
they then decided to ship for themselves, I
shall prove, before T have finished, that the
Government never offered to-carry any cat-
tle. It is absurd for Mr. Cullen to diseuss
the position that (he Government have had
to do this because they could not get fair
freights from othcr people. The speech that
1 delivered in this House the other night has
heen misconsirued and misinterpreted until
one hardly knows where one is. I hope the
House and the country will ynderstand the
position before I have finishbed. I did not
attack the Government or make the abusive
speech which is imputed to me. My speech
was a plain statement of fact. The follow-
ing transpired in connection wilh my refer-
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ence to the Colonial Secretary. The Colonial
Secretury interjected and said, “That is not

so.” Later on the Colonial Secretary
said, “Do you suggest that I have
any interest in the contraety” and 1

replied, “Direct interest, not in making
the coniract, but as a member of the
Ministry. 1 hold the Colonial Secretary
iesponsible for the acl of his colleagues.”
That 35 alt T said about the Colonial Seecre-
iary. Dealing with the Minister for Lands
{Mr. Letroy) the Colonial Secretary said
] made an attack upon him. This is what
I dgaid about him and it is all L said. I
want to show the inaccuracy of the whole
speech of the Colonial Seeretary. These
were Lhe words I used—1 knew the Minister
for Lands to be vue of Nature's gentlemen,
the soul of honour, and that a wmore up-
rizht man 1 had never met, but that he was
outl of toveh with some of the 1916 business
niethods. What 1 meant to convey was that
the Hon. Mr. Lefroy was one of Nature's
gentlemen, thal he was not in touch with
some of the trickery of the nineteenth
century, fltat I had known him for
25 years, that he was 2 man without
guile, and that he was one of the
most npright men I had met. And yet the
Colonial Secretary has decided to stand uy
and accuse me of making an attack opun
the Minister for Lands. T am hoping he-
Tore T sit down that T shall have some inter-
esting slatements to make. In my speech
the other day I was skirmishing with blank
cartridge, but the Colonial Secretary has
piven me an opportunity and he i85 now
going to stand up to a frontal atiack with
ball ecartridge; and if T do not shake the
Colonial Seeretary’s political strueture to
its foundations before I sit down I am verv
much misiaken. T shall endeavour to prove
that his doom is already written over s
door, and that his political coffin is on the
door-step, and that if he does not soon get
out he will not have a decent funeral.

The PRESIDENT: The molion is for the
laying on the Tahle of the House of certain
papers, to which the Colonial Secretary bas
agsented.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes; but the Col-
onial Secretary in sssenting fo that has made
insinuations concerning me,
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The PRESIDENT: You have the right of
reply.

Hon. 1. 3. BOILMES: The Culonial See-
retary said that I had acquired wealth by
stealth.

The Colonial Seeretary: On a poinl of
order. 1 ohject (0 the bon. member making
ab=olitely incorrect stafement=. [ did net
sav that he had aequired wealth by stealth.
I did quote the saying thai is familiar tu
vou. Sir, and probably to members of the
House generally, that the hon. member had
done good by stealth without blushing to
{ind it lame. [ ¢id not sugzest that he had
aequired wealth by stealth.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: A very niee phrase.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes. It bas been
sulel  that some men were born for great
things, and some for small; bul some it is
not recorded why they were born at all. [
do not apply that to the Colonial Secretary.
I believe he was born to make inaceurate
s{atements. T should use stronger words if
the rnles of the House permitted, and 1
shall show that I should be justified in using
stronger words if the rules of the HFouse per-
milted, The Colonial Secretary started out
to fool everyone. That is an impossible
proposition. He bas fooled some of the
people 1n the State all the time, and has
fooled some of them some of the time. He
has shiffed from bis irresponsible position
to one of responsibilify, and he has started
out to fool all the people all the time. He is
zoing to meet his Waterloo before very
fong, if indeed he has not done so already.
T propese to show that the secret contract
for the purchase of 12,000 head of eatile
delivered at Derby from Emanuel Bros. at
approsimately a cost of £200,000——

Hon. G. J. G. W, Miles: Payvable 30 days
after delivery at Fremantle,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Monopolises 90
per cent. of the State Steamship freights
to the exelusion of all other peorts and all
other shipping. It was made without the
knowledge of the Colonial Secretary who is
supposed to econtrol the State Steamship
Service. Tt was I who first informed the
Colonial Seerctary that sach was the case.
That proves what the leader of the Govern-
ment thinks of his hon. colleague sitting
oppesife. The Government entered into a
contraet for 12,000 head of caitle at about
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L£10 per head ar Derby, plus £4 10s, freight,
approximately £200,000; they monopolised
90 per ecnl. of the freight that the Colonial
Secretary contrels, and did it without bis
knowledwe or consent, The Colonial Seere-
tary acdmitted this in his speech, He says,
“I am inglined to think the hon. gentleman
and his Friemds knew about the coniract be-
fore I did.” How didd I find it out? The ven-
dors were su elated with the contraet which
they had made and the way in which they had
tricked the Government that they began to
bonst about it in ihe streets. The wine was
in and the wit was out. That is how [ found
out about what T eall this secret contraet. It
was thus that the seeret contraet beeame
publie property. 1T have already shown that
the eontract monopolised 90 per cent. of the
freight presnmably cuvatrolled by the State
Steamship Serviee. )

Hon. SBir E. H. Wiitenoom:
the “Moira”™?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The “Moira” they
have not got. The only freight the Govern-
ment have 15 the freight of 9,000
head of cattlee That is what the
Government boals carried last  vear
and that is all we presume they are
eoing to carry next year, and yet 12,000
head of eattle have gone 1o one firm wilhout
anyone else being given a chance. Until now _
the firm in question, Emanuel Bros., have
never shipped a bulloek or a sheep by one
of the State steamers. They have consistently
refused to ship by that serviee. They have
got their cattle down as bhest they could. All
the other growers up there, however, patron-
ised the State steamship service and yet to-
day these people are in this plight—
Emanuel Bros. wilh 90 per cent. of the
freight and all other growers at all other
ports with 10 per cent. That means ahout
half a bullock for each port for each ship
and there are no freezing works yet estab-
lished there to enable the other half to he
kept until ithe ship comes back. T propose to
show that when I explained the position to
the Colonial Secretary it dawned upon him
the fix which the Wilson Government had
got themselves into. By way of recompense
for the service I was rendering to them, he
immediately started out and had set a trap
for me with the object of ruining my politi-
cal eareer and silencing me as a critic of the

What about
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Wilson Government. The Colonial Secre-

tary read a portion of the lelter written by

Holmes Bros. to the manager of the Stake

Steamship Service. Ie read a portion of

it to suit his own case.

The Colonial Secrelary;
SaAW.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Then the hon.
member had no right to make extraels or
wet anyone else to make extracts for him
trom a letter nntil he had seen the whole of
the letter. I am going fo read the entire
lettor and show whe is stating the truth in
the matter and who is not, and who is play-
ing the game and who is not, in spite of all
ihat Mr. Cullen says. This letter is dated
21st June last, five or six months ago, and
it is addressed to the manager of the Slate
Steamship Service, Fremantle, 1t is as fol-
lows i—-

We understand that you are now ready
to reeeive applications for space for the
carriage of eattle from Northern ports to
Fremantle for 1917 cattle season, eom-
mencing about ihe beginning of April
next, and would draw your altention lo
ihe faect thai before the State Steamship
Service was inaugurated we, in reply to
enquiries from the Government, offered
lo provide approximately 1,000 head of
cattle per annum for shipment from the
North-West to Fremantle if the Govern-
ment decided to provide shipping faeili-
lies on the North-West coast., Last season
we booked freight for approximately 1,000
enttle, 250 per trip for four trips “Kwi-
nana” from Wyndham to Fremantle. You
subsequently advised us that you had de-
cided to eut out the first shipment (as our
bullocks were the only cattle you had of-
fering for that shipment) although you
were legally and imorally bound to Ilift
these eattle; we consented to this shipment
being abandoned, althongh we question
very much as to whether any other ship-
pets would have done so.

This is what the hon. member did pol read—
This season we agreed to ship approxi-
mately 1,000 cattle on dates and ship-
ments to be mutually agreed upon. You
subsequenily advised us as to the booking
you had decided upon, and at a later date
you advised that in order to meet the
wishes of lhe manager of the Government

All that I ever
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cattle station at Wyndham, you would be
glad if we would grant you permission io
transfer 250 of our caitle from the ship-
ment to be made at the end of July to a
sliipment to be made on 7th July, and this
we consenled to do. Al a laler date you
advised that you were 50 head of cattle
short for this shipment of 7th July and
we agreed to make up the number. At a
subsequent date you advised us that seme
of 1hie smaller owners had sold their cattle
to Queensland bnyers and were not taking
up the shipping space that youn had allot-
ted to them, that you Found upon read-
Justing your numbers and dates of ship-
ments the only cattle left for the Septem-
ber shipment was our booking of 250, and
as this was about one-lhird {1/3rd) of 1he
number required to fill the ship, 1t would
not suil you to send the “Kwinana™ fo
Wyndhan (although you were bound 1o
do su under our agreement) and in order
to get you out of this diffieulty we agreel
1o il the whole of the space, provided the
maximum number was fixed at 750; the
weuatler bheing ot in September, it was
agreed that this was the number it would
be safe to put on this steamer. It was
also agreed that we were to have the right
lo deviate the “Kwinana” to any non-
tidal port on the run South to fill up any
shorl shipment that we might have lo make
at Wyndham. Al present we are not quite
elear as to whal number we will be ship-
ping at Wyadham, but i weuld appear
at this stage that we will be able to secure
sufficient cattle to fill this sleamer at
Wyndham. We will advise you later upon
this point. The foregoing we think fairly
sets out the position as between the State
Steamship Service and ourselves, and en-
title us to assume that in the allotment of
space for the 1917 season our claim for
space for approximately 1,000 head of
caitle will he admitted, and subject to rates
and conditions of shipment being equit-
able you can rely upon us providing ap-
proximately this number.
There was a reply to that leiter, but the
Colonial Seeretary did not read it. e
merely read a pencil memo., which will play
an important part in the discussion this
afternoon. I have, I hope, shown that the
Colonial Secretary was not a party to this
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iransaction; that it was done without his
knowledge and consent. The Colonial See-
retary did not quote Mr. Stevens’ reply lu
wy letter. I propose to quote it. Mr. Ste-
vens wrote on the 27th June, 1916—

In reply to your letter of the 2lst
applying for space for cattle from North-
West ports to Fremantle during next
year, all 1 ean say at the moment is that
your applicalion will be placed on record
for consideration with others in the event
of this service making coniracts for the
carriage of cattle next season. 1 have no
doubt that if the service continues in ex-
istence you will be given your fair sharc
of the space available. In regard to what
vou say as to the manner in which you
have from time to lime assisted me in
arranging the itinerary of the ships;, I am
guite prepared to admit that you have
assisted by meeting me at times in varions
directions.

I hove already explained ibat the contract
was made without the knowledge and con-
sent of the Colonial Secretary. I am in-
clined to think that the coniract was made
by the Agrieunltural Department withont re-
Terenee to the manager of the State Steamn
ship Service. That i a nice position to pal
the manager of thal service in. It appears
from lhe telephone message that when the
Colonial Secrelary dizeovered thai his Gov-
ernment got tangled up in this contract he
passed {the information on to Mr. Stevens.
Tt would appear alzo that Emanuel’s repre-
sentative having got the Government in the
bag, the only thing lelt for the Government
to do was to get Holmes Bros. in the bag alsn,
and I am going to explain how I narrowly
escaped. The first point raised here is that
ihe Colonial Secretary tried to infer that
Holmes Bros. had been offered freight at
£5. This is what the Colonial Secretarv
said, and I can quote his remarks because 1
took a note of them. He is not the only one
in this House who can write shorthand-—

Ts it to be wondered that the present
Government, when they came into office
did not know exactly where they stood in
regard to this matter, but were very deter-
mined, whatever happened, that the blun-
ders of last season should not be re-
peated,
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1 never mmade any suggestivn of tiat kind.
The Colonjal Secretary went on to say—

L do not propose to search through the
files, but 1 would like the hon. member
when replying to tell the House if I o
search through the files and I find any re-
cord of the honorary minister for State
steamships suggesting an increase in the
catile freights.

Then 1 interjected—

Tell the House what 1 told you when
vou came into office.

The Colonial Seeretary knows that I told
him immediately he came into office that the
freights for caitle on the North-West coast
were too low. 1 inferjected when he was
speaking several times to tell the Houge what
I had told him when he came into office, but
Ie did not reply. The Colonial Secretary
staled that Holmes declared that the people
of the North pever wanted cheap freights.
On the 21st June Holmes Bros. wrofe a let-
ter, and in that letter quoted a pencil memo.
written hy the manager, Mr. Stevens, which
read—

[ discussed these matter on many ocea-
sions with Mr. Holmes and he told me
that at £5 per head he would not ship.

See how the hon. gentleman evades Lhe ques-
tion. He allowed the House o believe that
Holmes Bros. were offered and refused
freicht at £5. Freight was not offered

and therefore it was not refused. If
it had been offered, as the Colonial
Secrctary wanfed it to be offered, it

wonld have been a very indecenl thing to
do. Why should my firm be singled out as
the firm to which freight was to be given to
the exclusion of all others? If poinis to this

fact, that when they discovered that
freight for 8,000 of their cattle had
gone to Emanuel Bros. they were un-

der a moral obligation to Holmes Bros.
and the only thing fo do was to offer
this freight to Holmes Bros. But they coulid
not get the manager of the State Steamship
Service to make this offer to Holmes Bros.

The Colonial Secretary: It was never sng-
wested to him that he should.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Why was ihe hon.
member so anxicus about the telephone mes-
sage which he says he got at the fime? He
was so anxious that he telephoned o the
manager ©of the State Steamship Service,
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“Ifave you fixed Holmes Bros. at five pounds
a head.”

The Colonial Secretary: That is pure ima-
gination,

ilon, J, J. BOLMES: Then why did the
manager of the steamship service make this
pencil memo.? Presumably he had an
idea  that there was something doing
al the other end and that he -wanted

to proteet himself against the Minister.
Why did he make the pencil memo.
on the file? The Colonial Seeretary

wanted to know if they had got Holines
Bros. landed with freighi for 1,000
bullocks, and he ecould not gel the manager
of the steamship service to do it. My,
Stevens was in this corner, that he was try-
ing to be loyal to s Minister and loyal to
Holmes Bros. This is how he got out of the
difficulty. Mr. Stevens wrote in pencil—

I have discussed these matters on many
oceasions with Mr. Holmes and he told
me that at £5 a head he would not ship.
He also told ine that if the eanning works
were in operation at Wyndham it would
affect the number of live stock to be
shipped.

The manager of the steamship service knew
that if he made an offer to Holmes Bros. the
first thing to be asked was, “What about
the other shippers”? The service carried
9,000 last year; how will it carry 9,000 this
vear? Mr. Stevens then would have had
to tell, Holmes Bros. what the position was.
All he had at the time was the “Bambra,"
but he dodged the question and he ceased
to disecuss it with Holmes Bros.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Is that memo. of Mr.
Stevens correct?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: All I can say is
that I have no knowledge of the conversa-
tion, We discussed the matter, as 1 told
the House, in season and out of season, I
do know this, that on one oceasion the man-
ager of the steamship service said, “Are the
new members of the Ministry friendly?” I
said, “Yes,” and he replied, “I thought so.”
T see the effeet of that remark now; I did
not see it then. I repeat tbat my firm had
no opportunity of rejecting the offer.

The Colonial Secretary: Quite so.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Then why did the
hon. gentleman introduce it into the debate
and lead the House to believe that’ my firm

[COUNCIL.]

had been earrying cattle at a cheap rate and
when offered an inereased rate had refused ¥
We staled we were prepared to earry 1,000
bullocks on equitable terms.  The present
condition is not equitable. I have said all
along that £3 10s. freight is not enough,
and in putting in our applieation for 1916-
17 we said we would take 1,000 on equitable
{erms, The Colonial Seerelary said the
first decision of Cabinet was that the whole
of the space available, after provision had
heen made for the cattle purchased from
Bmanuel Bros., should be let pro rata to
other shippers at £5 Wyndham and £4 10s.
Derby. It shows how much he knew about
the suhject. The only space they had was
for 1,000 bollocks.

The Colonial Sceretary: At that time it
was uot contemplated that the “Moira”
would be taken away.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Before I finish I
shall tell how the “Moira” wns aequired and
what it is going to cost the State. When he
made that statement I remarked that that
was news, and the Colonial Secretary has
since said that I was not speaking the {ruth.
The fact remains, the freight was not offered
to anybody. Mr. Stevens would not offer
it, beeause he had not the freight to offer.
He had 10,000 cattle to 1ift for his unsual
customers, and 9,000 of his freight had been
given away to a firm that had never earried
a bullock. At all events, he did.not offer
the freight to me. 1f he had done so, as the
Colonial Seecretary suggests——

The Colonial Secretary: I did not suggest
anything of the sort.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If the manager of
the State Steamship Serviee had earried
out the telephone message reeeived from his
Minister, Holmes Bros. would bive—-

The Colonial Secretary: I must object to
the hon. memher drawing on his airy imag-
ination, involving telephone messages and

instrnctions. I never sent any telephone
message to the manager to trap Mr.
Holmes. I was entirely unaware that that

inlerview had ever been held, until informed
of it by the manager. It was not by my in-
structions, The sole reason why the minute
of Cabinet in regard to the booking of the
remaining space was not carried out was
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because nt that moment an unceriainty arose
as to the “Mopira” and as to whether the
Singapore boats would carry catile. There
was no suggestion that Holmes Bros. should
be treated differenily from the others.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Colonial Sec-
relary quoted that pencilled memo. and led
the House to believe that my firm had been
offered, and had refused, £5 freight; and
he was so emphatic lhat he remewmhbered the
telephone message: and evidenlly the man-
ager of The State Steamship Service also re-
menbered it, because he made a pencilled
memo. of it. T endeavoured to save the Gov-
ernment from the trap set for them, but
they refused to listen to me. Sir Edward
Witfenoom stands np and, in his airy man-
ner, savs “This i1s a time for peace.” THe
does not know that 1 hattied on this thing
for a whole month, trying every possible
scherne to seftle the question and place my
services at the disposal of the Government
and the country; but on all occasions the
Government refused to listen to me on this
subject. The trouble was that they did not
know low much T knew about the matter.
They tried to silence me by landing me with
the balanee of the freight.

The Coloninl Secretary:
sort.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: What a nice posi-
tion T would have been in as a representa-
tive of the North, trying to do the best for
everybody, if T had taken the balance of the
space. A niee position T wonld have heen
in, to the exclusion of everybody else. 1
endeavoured to save the Government from
the trap set, but they refused to listen.
When I first beard of the negotiations 1
started out to find the Premier, and way-

Nothing of the

laid him at the Palace Hotel. T told him all
about it, but he wounld not listen; he had
something bigger to attend to. T made

straight from the Palace Hotel to the Col-
onial Secretary’s office, but the Colonial
Secretary was too bnsy to talk to me; be had
to catch the 3.30 frain fo Northam. [
showed the motion to the Colonial Secretary
before T moved it, and gave him eight davs’
notice. T could get nothing out of him, for
he persistently dodged me on the subject.
When the Premier and the Colonial Seere-
tary would not listen to me——
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The Coloniul Secrelary: I am sure I gave
vau all the time there was before the train
left.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 made up my
mind I would let them blunder, and they did.
The next interview I had was when I
pulled up the Premier in the corridor. We
there had quite a heated argument. Te
drew my attention to the fact that the Lab-
our members were listening, but I said “I
do not mind; it is the business of the coun-
try and they are enfitled to listen! How-
ever, he got away witheout giving me much
satisfaction.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: You have had gnite
an anxious time lately.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I have. T subse-
quently saw the Premier, who then admitted
that lbhe contract should never have been
made, (hat it had got through without his
noticing it. T have said that 1 would shake
the political structure to its foundations,
and 1 will do it. 1n extenuation the Pre-
mier drew atteniion to the papers round
him, and said he was there trying to square
deficits and he could not do everything., I
said, “It is very true. You have a very
liard job. But, while you are in lhe position
of Premier, 1 am here to tell you that it 1z
vour duty to see that everyhody gels a fair
deal; and thev are not getting a fair deal
under this, becanse yvou ave dealing with one
firm to the exclusion of ail others.” The
Premier had ihis parting shot at me which
I had to take back to my people in the
North, between Geraldton and Wyndham:
The Premier said, “If we can find freight,
we will bring down their eattle, but if we
cannot find freight they can keep them."
Since then he has turned on that and agreed
to buy other eattle. The point 15 that
the Wilson Government did not see
the seriousness of the contraet, the langle
which they were in, untitl I spoke in the
Hounse. It is not my fault. I offered to
meet them, individually and collectively. 1
sent messages to them that I would meet
them at any time, but they knew more about
the cattle business than I did. The Colonial
Secretary did not see the vital points of
that contract until I spoke in the House.
He now knows that they are tied up by a
contract drawn hy a clever firm of solicitors,
but he did not know it until I spcke in the



1064

Houge. He could have known it, and bLis
colleagues could have known it. 1 am not
going lo sit down and sez my constitocnis
victimised in the way the Government pro-
roses. 1t will be remembered that in mov-
ing the motion I finished my speech at 6.15
pm. The House immediately adjourned,
and the Colonial Secrefary, in the most
friendly manner, came fo me and asked if
I was going home. [ said “Yes,” and he
volunteered the informafion that this was a
had husiness, and that if the officer who
recomnended the contract were in his de-
partment, he would deal severely with him.

The Colonial Secretary: I think you are
drawing on your imaginalion again.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I know what 1 am
talking abomt.  The Colonial Seerefary’s
only trouble was that the officer who made
the recommendalion was not in his depart-
ment, so that the Colonial Secretary might
deal severely with him. The Colonial Scc-
retary quoted fizures to the House, presum-
ably compiled by the departments of Land
and of Agriculture to mislead the Colonial
Secretary and the House. I propose lo
read a eopy of a letler T am sending to the
Iremier, demanding a reply.

The Colonial Seeretary: What figures do
you refer to%

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T will tell you.
The hon. member said, “It has heen sug-
wested that the hon. member’s own firm
purchased eattle at Wyndham at £4 5s., paid
freight £3 10s., and sold those caltle at Fre-
mantle at £14 Js. 8d., thus making a profit
of £6 8s. 8d. T assert that that statement
by the Colonial Seeretary was compiled by
the Agrienltural Department, who keep all
the cattle records, to mislead the House. I
propose to show exaelly how the House has
been misled.

The Colontal Secretary:
was not s0 compiled.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The gentleman
who made the recommendation for the pur-
chase of the caitle, and who presumably
supplied the figures to the Colonial Secre-
fary, had the audacity to sit in your gallery,
Mr. President, and hear the Colonial Sec-
retary vepeab the misleading figures supplied
by the Agricultural Department. In order
to prove that if is my intention to follow
this matter up, I will read a letter T propose

The statement
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to send to (he Premier as soon as I have
finished my speech, enclosing with the letter
a cheque for one hundred guineas, The first
thing I did after hearing the extraordinary
announcement of the Colonial Secretary was
io call in an audilor. I did that on the very
next morning, and I put before that auditor
the books of my firm for the last three
years. I have here the resulf of his investi-
zations. That resull will show the Govern-
ment where hey are now, and where they
are going lo land themselves eventually in
connection with these catlle. The Govern-
ment have dabbled in the eattle business, al
one hit, to the extent of £200,000. But they
have not vet ecommenced the business. Very
soon they will not know where they are. The
figures T produce were compiled by M,
Waugh, an auditor and acecountant whom
Sir Edward Wittenoom knows fo be as cap-
able a man on station books as anyone in
this country. Next, I am going to ask the
Premier to send the Anditor General to my
ollice to-morrow for the purpose of checking
the figures; and the cheque for one linndred
gnineas will be available for charity if the
fizures are not correet. The Auditor Gen-
eral ean go into my firm's offiee to-morrow
and imponnd my firm’s books; and if he
does not (ind the Rgures correct, the cheyne
for one hundred guineas can be donated to
charity.

The Hon. Frank Wilsen, C.M.G., Pre-
mijer, Perth. Dear Sir, I enclose here-
with statements showing profits arising
from cost of caltle shipped by Messrs.
Holmes Bros. for the years 1914, 1915.
and 1916, from which if will be seen that
Messrs. Holmes Brog. shipped by the
State Sleamship Company. In 1914
Holmeg Bros. shipped four lots of eatile
totalling %37, average net profit £1 10s.
1d. In 1915, Hohnes Bros. shipped three
lots of cattle totalling 737. Holmes Bros.
re-sold two shipments totalling 486 eattle
at an average profit of 4s. 3d. per head on
the price Holmes Bros. paid for these
cattle.

Hon. members will recollect that one ship-
ment was eui out by the State Steamship
Service, Holmes Bros., who knew the market
and watehed it, foresaw the danger and re-
sold two shipments of these cattle—486 “head
at an average uprofit of 4s. 3d. on the price
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they paid for the cattle. My frin foresaw
complications arising at Fremantle from a
glut in the market, and that is why they
made that sale. The letter continues—
Holmes Bros. sold the halance- of 231
eattle on their own aecount al a net profit
of £2 4s. 6d. 1n 1916
That was during the bhoom,
Holmes Bros. shipped three lots, totalling
1,311 eaitle, at net profit of £2 19s. 8d.
per head. In all, during 1914, 1915, and
1916, Holmes Bros, shipped and sold 2,985
cattle al an average net profit of £2 0s. 1d.
T enclose herewith my cheque for a hun-
dred guineas with the request fhat you m-
struet the Auditor (leneral to forthwith
examine my firm’s hooks, and that if the
Auditor General finds these figures are not
approximately correct, vou are to utilise
this cheque for any chariiable purpose
vou think {it. Whal I mean by “approxi-
malely correct” is that the Auditor Gen-
eral may compile his fizures differently
from ours, in which case there may be a
difierence of a few pence per head in the
average net profit. Your prompt atten-
tion to this request will oblige, Yours
faithfully, J. J. Holmes.
Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles:
first cost of these cattle?
Hon. J. 1. HOLMES: I am glad the
Iwn. member mentioned that point. The
Government are paving boom prices for
eatile. Previous to the war, eatile ranged in
price from about £3 10s. to about £¢ in the
North. But the Government bave put up
the price to about £9 or £10, and they are
going to increase that price by £4 freight,
and then they are going to supply the people
with.clieap meal. I cannot give the cost price
of these caltle in the North, bui I will give
the cost price of the cattle delivered here.
The average cost of 937 cattle in the year
1914 was £6 18s. Gd. per head deliveed at
Fremantle. Not £14. The average cost of
tire 251 cattle sold in 1913 was £7 5s. 5.
For 1916 the average cost was £7 0s. 9d. On
that rost of £7 0s. 9d. my firm made £2 19s.
9d. profil. And vet the Colonial Secrelary
comes here with figures supplied by the Agri-
cultural Department, supplied by the officer
who made the reconmmendation for the pur-
chase of the cattle bought by the Govern-
ment, and the hon. gentleman has the and-

What was the
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ncity to tell the Houve that my firm made a
profit of £6 8= Gd. per head.

The Colonial Secretary: Are those figures
for the one shipraent wrong?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The ficures T have
given are for three years, I do not know
about one single shipment. Surely the Col-
onial Scerelary duves not suggest 1hat one
can single ont a speeial shipment and give
the figures. I know nothing about the de-
tails. On one shipment there might he a
loss of 100 bullocks, and on the next ship-
ment there might be no loss whatever. The
books are kept by ap aceountant, and he
reports the profits for the three years as I
have stated.

Hon. J. A, (ireig:
rear these cattle?

1lon. J. J. HOLMES: No. Some of them
came off a station in which Holmes Bros.
have an interest. But Holmes Bros. had to
Luy from lhat slation in the same way as
I'vom other statiens.

The Colonial Secretary: Why did they
have to buy from that particnlar station?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Beeause Holmes
Bros. have only a half inlerest in that sta-
lion. Surely the hon. gentleman knows
enongh about business to be aware that one
cannot Fo on a station in which one has only
a haff interest, and take whatever one wanis.
Holmes Bros. have to lreat that station the
same as anv other station. If the hon. gen-
tleman  considers that my firm bought
cheaprer than they ought to have bought, the
posilion is so much the worse for him,

The Colonial Secretary: Have the other
owners of that station participated in the
cheap Lreight?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Not until this vear.
They thought the service too risky. They
were far better satisfied to sell (heir catile
in the North. But now that the serviee has
heen reorganised and put on a satisfactory
hasis, now thatl there are practically vo loss:s
in connection with {hat service, the other
owners have informed my firm that they
prefer the cattle te be consigned for sale
at Fremantle. The difficulty now, however,
is 1hat freight is not available; that is the
position we are faced with. T have relerred
lo the Colonial Seeretary’s aetion after 1
finished my sreech in moving this motion.
When T leit the Colonial Secretary, it was

Did Holmes Bros.
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withh the impression that he would come
down to the House on Tuesday and state
that the coniract should never have been
minle. 1 honestly believed, when the Col-
onial Secrctary left me, that such was his
inlention. But hon. members must waigh
events pretty closely. I made my speech on
a Tharsday. There was an issue of the est
Australian on the Friday, with not a word
from the Premier on this subject. Theve
was an issue of the TWest dustralian on the
Satuvday, but not a word from the Premier.
The debate was to be resumed on the Tues-
day. There was an issue of the Vi est .lns-
tralien on the Monday, and in that issuc
the Premier said publiely for the first lime
that T had pui intv his mouth words which
he had never uttered and that {he contraet
wus 4 good one. That was where the Pre-
mier publiely pinned down the; Colonial
Secretary to coming mto 1his Honse and
pulting up the fight which he hasg puk np.

Presumably  the  Uolonial  Seerctary had
been backing and filling.  The Premier
pinned down fhe Cslonial Seerctary by

staling in that inlerview that Holmes had
put words into his, the Premier’'s mouth and
thal the eonlraet was a good one. The next
morning, Tuesday, T put it to the Premier
to tell e what words T had put into his

manth. T said that on getting that informa-
tion I should know how to pracead. Bul
the Premier rvetired from the eomlest. We

have not heard a word from him on the sub-
jeet sinece.  However, the Premier pul up
the eloquent member of his party (o plead
the Government’s eanse in this Llouse, Pre-
simably the Premier told the Colonial Sece-
relary, “When it cownes to making contraels
with Emanuel Bros. we are nol coing lo
consult ‘'you; when it is a guestion of rum-
ninge the Stale Steamship Service we are not
going to consull you: bhut you are going fo
do something to justify vour inclusion in the
Ministry, and vou are going fo stand up in
the Tegislalive Counel anld answer Holmes.”

Member: The Colomial Seerctary did if,

1””.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m.

Tion. J. J. HOLMES: The next point |
wish to refer to is to explain the reason
why this Government endeavonred to heal
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me as @ representative ot the North Pro-
vince. | am satisfied it was due to the facl
that they were not too elear as to their posi-
tion in connection with the “Bawbea,” amd
i have .nou doubt it was the intention, of
al least seme members of the Govermuent,
thal the vessel should he transferved to my
firm. | should like fo say that, in connce-
tion with that, and with several other nmat-
ters conneelwl will the North provinee, I
counld always secure an opportuniiy ol
diseussing them with members of the Gov-
erntuent.  Rut it was not possible to get
{hemn io even discuss this matter. T went
so far as to suggest that T should meet Minis-
ters, either individually or collectively, and
1o show them the difficulty they were in,
and te iry o show them a way of getting
anb of if. Buf fur some mysterious reason
the Government was not prepared lo discuss
ithis ynestion with me.  For three or four
weeks | endeavoured to solve this maiter,
witheut being foreed fo bring it before this
House. In a slate of desperalion, pushed on
by my ronstifuents, who wanted o know
what they were to do with their ealtle next
season, 1 moved the motion. 1 showed the
motion {o the Colonial Secreiarv, and gave
him eight davs’ notice of it. 1 showed it 1o
him on one Wednesday and moved it on the
next Wednesday, As 1 say, in a siate of
desperation 1 was foreed to move the mao-
tion. bhut 1 did not spring it upon the Min-
ixter. 1 showed if to him. and T told hin
that 11 was nol to be a formal motion. but
that | inlended io diseuss it. [ {old lLim
this in order that he mivht be in a position
to reply; and although T did all this to make
mallers easy for the Government, T am

honesily  inelined to the opinion that
there was fthe deliberaie intenlion of
at ieast some members of the Minis-

lry at all events, to push ithe *“Bam-
bra” on to my firm and so to get rid of e

The Colonial Secretarv: Whalt grounds
hve yoit for saying thal ?

Hon, 1. ). HOLMES: The Colunial Sec-
refary led this House to helieve that my firm
had refused to charter.

The Colonial Seevetary: 1 did not.

Hon. J. 3. HOLMES: He led the House
to supprose, eovered up by a lot of oralory,
that my firm was the only firm interesied.
The hon. member eaid, “The hon. J. J.
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Holines says he did not reject that offer.”
1 reply that | bad no opportunity of re-
jecting it. kven when I put the hon. mem-
ber in Lhat position, he said—
I do not suggest that the hon. member
was in want of freight. My information
was he wns informed thab it wag the in-
tention of the Government that the freight
should be £4 10s. to £5.
It is a pity that the rales of this House pro-
hilit inlerjections, beeause if 1 had had an
oppartunity of interjecting I could have put
the Unlonial Secretary in order then. After
making the deliberate statement that wyv
firm had refused freight at £3 per head.
the Cvlunial Secretary savs, ‘T do ot sug-
gest the hon. member refused freight.” The
Colunial Seeretary admits that the informa-
fion was lelephoned to him.

The Colonial Seeretary: T pever admitted
anyihing of the kind. The hon. member is
drawing on his imagination.

Hon. 1. J. HOLMES: The Colonial Ser-
retary said, “This is 8 memorandum made
by the arting manacer of the State Steam-
ship Serviee, Mr. Stevens. The information
was canveyeid to me at the time.”” Now the
hon. member says lie does not know any-
thing about it.

The Colonial Seerefary: Ts the hon. mem-
her in order in repealing a statement which
T have told him over and over again is ahso-
Iutely false?

The TRESIDEXT:
not in order.

The Colonial Sceretarv: 1 have told lum
over and over arcain that the Government
never instrucied Mr. Rtevens lo make any
offer 10 anvbody, that the Government hal
fixed the rate of freight and were not pre-
Pared to =o further at that time. as matters
were so incecure rezardine the “Bambra”
and the “Moira.” The manager of the State
Steamshin Serviee, Mv, Stevens. informed
me. not hy lelephone Iy in my oflice, that
he had teld My, Holmes these were the
prices which the Government intended to
charee.

o J, 0. HOLMES: Why did the hon,
member lead this ouse o helieve (lat my

firm bad leen offered freicht at £5 per
head ?

The hon. member is

1067

The Colonial Secretary: Nothing of the
kiml.

lion. J. J. HOLMES: The hon. member
did lend the House to believe that. 1t was
the one point in his speech which was noted
by Mr. Jenkins and My, Sommers. How-
ever, the country knows the Colonial Secre-
tary and knows me, sud I am satisfied to
leave the decision to the people of lbhe coun-
try. The pext point I shall deal with is an
attempt to bribe me, whirh was made on
Thursday last, in the precinets of this
Chamber. This House will know whether
il wos bribery when I have recounted the
tacts. And il was repeated at my oflice vn
the Friday morning. I propose to show
that the Whip of the previous Wilson Liov-
crnment, My, W. B. Gordon, tried to induce
a section of the Press, to use the pressman’s
own words, to “put the boot into Holmes.”

The PHESIDENT: Has this anything to
do with the laying of papers on the Table?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I claim it bas.

The PRESIDENT: Very well, if you
will connect it

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The connection
between (he inying of papers on the Table
and the bribe lies in the fact that ihe offer
made wag for the purchase of my ealtle,
and it was made within the preeineis of
this llouse, 1 think I am entitled to deal
with that aspeet. On Thursday afternosn
last, it wns understood this molion wonld
he gone on wilh, but, for some renson or
other, it was not taken. Mr. Drew, who had
the mljournment of the debate, was pre-
pared to go on, and I was prepared to go
an: hnt ihe llonse adjourned ai 6.13 p.m.
When T eame here that afternoon 1 received
a messase that Mr. Lee Steere wanted to
see me, That messaze annoved me. 1 thouu!s
il was uot right that My, Lee Sicere shuuld
come inta the preeincts of this House 1o
diseiis< a matter of business of this natore
with me.  That message in itself annoyed
rie, but 1 wos mueh more annoyed a little
later on when. passing along the corridor,
I hwmyped arainst AMr. Lee Steere. e told
mwe that the Government that day had de-
ciddesl to huv more eattle. and that he had
come to me first. T replied that my office
was the ylace to disenss matters of business
with me, that T was here as a represeniative
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of the North Provinee, and that on anything
concerning the North Provinece he was at
liberly to see me but on anything concern-
ing my private business he should see me at
iy office. He said the matler was urgent,
and thal he understood [ was prepared to
reduce my number of ecattle contracted for
from 1,000 to 500. T told him I was pre-
pared to sink or swim with the others, and
when he asked me whom [ meant by tihe
vihers [ told him I referred to all the other
ald clients of the State Steamship Company.
The same gentleman came to my office on
Friday mornming. He had a huge pile of
papers with him, and amongst them, le

stated, was ihe secret contract with
Etnannel Bros. and that he was pre-

pared to do business on the lines of that
contract straight away. My opening remark
to Mr. Lee Steere was, “T liave come to the
conclusion that 1 am dealing with a set of
stangerous men. If you bave anything to
communicate with my firm put it in writing.”
I also said that T had had sufficient of irrve-
sponsible statements and private inter-
views i the House, and that if he
hail  anything to communicate with wmy
firm he must do so in writing,  He said his
mstrietions were from the Minister, and
that he was to fix the thing up at onee, I
replied that [ questioned (he wisdom, from
the Minister’s standpoint, of his trying to
rush me into this husiness. He wanted to
show me the contract whieh had been re-
fused to this House.

The Colenial Seeretary: The coniract has
never heen refnsed to this House,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The hon. member
had it here the other evening when le was
dealing with this question, and immediately
he finished he taok it awav with him and
placad it under lock and key.

The Colonial Secretary: That is another
imaginary slalement; the eontraet has never
heen under lock and key.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Mr. Lee Steere
wanted fo produre the eontract, but I re-
tused to see it. T snid 1 would see that eon-
tract on the floor of the House and nowhere
clse, that T would see it when everyone else
had the right of seeing it. He feft my office
rromizing {n write, and a eouple of davs
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later a letter came in. 1 put it on one side,
and told him I did not propese to touch the
guestion in any way until the atmosphere
beecome clearer. I have already
stated that I decided ibat my firm
would sink or swim with all other peo-

had

ple up North, that we would participate
pro rata in the freight which was offering
antl would sell onr eatlle pro rats or stay
out altogether.

The Colenial Secretary: That is the only
offer the Government could make.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: My next point
is that the whip of the previous Wil-
son Government, Mr. W. B. Gordon,
tried to induece a section of the Press,
to use the pressman’s own words, “to
put the boot into me.” On Friday evening
last the pressmwan called me aside and said
“Wateh W. B. Gordon.” If he had said,
“Walch Johnuy Walker,” or “Wateh Jimmy
Hennessey,” 1 might have treated it as a
Jjoke, hut he said “Wateh W. B. Gordon.”
I replied, “What do you mean, what is the
juke?? He said, “You know W, B. Gordon,
the late whip of the late Wilson Govern-
went.” 1 replied that I did. He then said,
“He 1s in town trying to dig something up
against you. He Lias been to me and told
we that if we could find out anything he
wanted me Lo expose you in the Press.” Who
was responsible for bringing Mr. Gordon
into town I do not know. 1 know, however,
that Mr. Gordon had not been in town for
weeks but that last week he, together with
another of the derelict supporlers of the late
Wilton Government, paraded round TPerth
v business bent and that husiness was evi-
dently to dig up somelhing against myself
and “put the boot in.”  So far, however,
they have not accomplished anything and 1
do not ilunk they will. The next point 1s
that tlie Premier and his shipping friends
are annoved (o learn that the State Steam-
ship Service is becoming a payahle proposi-
tion and they realise that it is through wy
instrumentality ihat the service has been re-
orzanised.

The (‘olonial Seeretary: It is through the
shortage of freight that the shipping has
been unprofitable. Tt is on the “Kwinana®
that the profits are made.
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We are talking
about the shipping on the North-West eoast.

The Colonial Secretary: They made no
profits last year.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 propose to show
that the North-West coasl is a payable pro-
position and will be a payable proposition.
The Colonial Secretary is up against the
faet that in season and out of season he hns
told the House that there is no hope of the
Htute Sleamship Serviee paying. Now he
has to administer the serviee whieh is bound
to prosper and give results which were not
anticipated. We know that the Premier has
always been in sympathy with the private
vwners of steamship companies on the
North-West coast. As soon as the an-
nouncement was made that he proposed to
sell the Siate steamers all his shipping
friends came around him like hees around
a honey-pot. When the vacancy occurred
in the North-West province. through the
death of the late Mr. Pennefather, he put
his own eolleague, the Hon. Mr. Connolly,
up to fizcht for that North-West provinee
in ihe interests of private enterprise in the
shape of steamship companies as opposed to
the State Steamship Serviee. T went into the
arena al a later stage as an advocate of the
State Steamship Serviece and I was returned
as a represeniative for the North, The State
Steamship Service has served the purpose
for which it was intended. Last year 18.001
catile were ecarried from the North-West
and the State Steamship Service carried
9,000 of them.. The “Kwinana,” which has
passed out of the Slate Steamship Service
into Emanuel Bros” hands, carried 8,000
out of the 9,000. The “Kwinana” carried
8,000 caltle and she only lest 53. On the
trirs that she made to earry these eattle
her average loss was two head of ecattle for
every hundred thal she carried. Eight hun-
dred wild bullocks which had probably
never heen in a vard hefore are rushed into
the hold of a ship in four hours and rushel
out again in four hours and one would ex-
rect more than that number {o he
killed in the scrimmage. Yet, the State
Steamship Service which no owne knew
how to run, so the eritics said, car-
ried Lalf of the eattle last vear, namely,
9,000 head, and the “Kwinana® carried
8,000 of Ihem and only lost 53, The action
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of the present Government has made that
gervice impossible. Nine-tenths of the
freight of the State Steamship Ser-
vice bas passed into the hands of the one
firm that monopolised the freight on the
North-West coast for the last 20 years. I
snid at the onset that I did noi blame that
firm; they were in a position to pay for all
the freight and Lhey had the privaiely owned
companies which would give them ali the
freights as a business proposition.  The
State Steamship Service was brought into
existence to break up that ecombination, and
the action of the Wilson Government hbas
rendered the gooil effects of the State Steam-
ship Service entirely neutral. No wonder
the Leader of the Government instead of
dealing with tacts dealt with abuse as he
did in his reply the other night. The bitter-
ness of those opposed to State Steamship
Service against me is due to the fact that
I claim, and hon. members know it to be the
ease, that [ was vesponsible for the reot-
ganisation of that service on the North-West,
coast. In 1914, when the service was first
starterd, on the first trip of the “Kwinana,”
coming out of Wyndham she lost 18% bul-
locks gut of 800. Laler in the same year
the “Kwinana” was bumped on the Lacrosse
Islands and stayed lhere for ten days. Dur-
ing that time the ecatile were without feed
and water and arrived in Fremanfle almost
skeletons.  The Colonial  Seerelary talks
ahout  cheap freighls on the North-West
voasl, 1t is not eheap freights {hat the pen-
ple on the North-West want.  What they
want is their stock carried properiy and a1
the right time of the year, and they want
ihem carried in the best possible manner.
What was the use of £3 10s. per head freiglt
tn a man like Mr. Dillon, of Tast Ximberley,
wlho had been battling there for six years?
[n 1914 he kad one handred four-vear-old

bultocks worth  £1000 to any man. He
shipped Ihose hundred bullocks on  the
“Kwinana” on that particular frip. He

paid €350 by way of freight and last (9
bullocks. He landed 31 at Fremantle, anil
when ite got his account sales from the agent
he found that he had lost his hundred bul-
locks and owed the agent £122. What was
the good of a £3 10s. freight to that man?
What he wanted was to have his caitle car-
riel properly. Tn spite of what the Col-
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onial Secrefary says my hest services—and
1 know the business from A\ o Z—have
been devoled to the reorganisation of (he
service, seeing how the cattle should be car-
ried, with a result that the “IKwinana™ car-
ried 8,000 caitle last year and only lost
53,  In addition, she earried 5,000 sheep,
and made an additional profit of £300 on
space which had not been occupied before,
and space whieh T drew attention to in 1915,
In justitication of wmy firm I would like to
say that when the “Kwinana” struek the
Lacrosse Islands with 8G0 bullocks on board
250 of (hese bhelonged to lolmes Bros.
I believe thai  something in  the vie-
inity of x2,000 was paid to other ship-
pers. There were two or three aetions
starled in  conneelion with that. So
far a3 our firm is eoncerned, however, we did
nel participate in the distrintion of thal
£2,000 to (be extent of one penny. Ion.
atemibers may ask why we were so genekous
in the maiter. L have been battling for the
service sinee it has bheen inauguraled in the
inlerests ol 1he North-West. The olonial
Seeretary ean say what he likes. The few
hundred pounds thal my firm either mmle or
lost in eounection with shipping ecattle from
tiie North-West is o mere cypher, My firm
is tnferesied in the State from Wyndham (o
Albany. 1 is interesied in the prosperity of
the Siale, and we ave not out to slart ae-
tions agamnst lhe State Steamship Seevire
Tor misha) s whieh ghould not have ocemnrel
and whicl could be wvoided in the Tnture.
Take the last trip of the “Kwinana” for last
season. At the {ime there were no other hul-
locks offeving hut 250 on behalf of Flolmes
The =hip is eapable of eavrying 750
hullocks, amd if the Government had sent
the ship to Wyndham-—and Messrs. Holines
Bros, eonld have compelled them to do so--
the most I'veicht the Government eould have
cot out of her woulid have been £1,000. When
the manager of the service explained 1o me
what the difficulty was my firm set fo work
and houzht 500 liead of ecaltle from nine
owhers, took them into Wyndham, and the
Stale Steamship Service picked up £3.000
instead of only €1,000, and vet the Colonial
Seeretary has the audacity 1o stand ap in
this Hovse and make thesz irrest-on<ible
statements which a  responsible Minister
ouzht not to make. The hon. gentleman has

Hl‘u«:,
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one abject in life. He staried oul on an im-
pussible proposition, namely, to  fool the
jreaple all the time.

The Colonial Seeretary :
fo fool anyone.

Hen. J. J. HOLMES: I presume not.
The faet remains that the leader of the
House started out on a crusade of misre-
presenlation 18 years ago. It was on the
23rd Seplember, 1898, (hat the following
telegram appeared in a Kalgoorlie news-
pajer will these headlines—

Fight beiween Legislators—New Minis-
terial methods—I". H, Piesse gives the lie
direel—They  retire to hack yard—aA
stand nup fight watched by ofher mem-
bers—Tlte Minister had the best of if.

This teok place 18 years ago,

The PRESIDENT: TDoes the hon. mem-
her think this has anything to do with the
placing of papers on the Tahle of the
THouse?

Hon. J. .J. HOLMES:
this:

The PRESIDENT: 1 ask vou that ques-
tion. Fvery speaker must conneet his re-
marks with fthe subjeet before the House, Tt
i tryving the patience of the IHvuse to wo
haek to 189S,

1Mon, J. .JJ. HOLMES: Yes. The posi-
tion iz that § am entitled fo prove that the
Colanial Secretarvein hig reply made crron-
eous statements regarding myself. In order
to justfy that. T propose 1o prove that he
starled out with ihis object in view ecighieen
vears ago and he has not altered.

I do nut want

The posiiion is

The Colonial Seerelary: Tn order tu do
that vou will guote a telegram sent by some-
one clse and published in a paper in Kal-
wroorlie.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
may proceed il he thinks that tlas matter is
wermain to the question.

Hon, J. 0. HOLMES: There is a laier
wire in reference to the “*mill” between Mr.
Viesse and Mr. George in whieh it is stated
that they fought for ten minules and that
Air. George got the best of the encounier.
The hon. member was turned onrl of (he
Press galiery for zending thai telegram. Sir
Waller James who was then wember for
Last Perth had somelhing to say on the
suhject and his remarks will be found in
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Hansard ot that vear on page 196G. He
said then—
The motion of the Premier might go'a
little further and see who this correspon-
dent is. 1T it is any correspondent who
iz allowed to sil in this House or in the
Press gallery, he should be kicked out and
not permiited to enter again. . . ., He i<
the persen upon whom the respoasibilitv
primarily rests and if he is eapable of
tabricating «deliberately a story so en-
tirely untrue as this, because he happens
1o be asspeiated with a paper whieh pays
him a weekly salary, one never knows
what he will not do, and the sooner he is
removed from the gallery and told thal
ile cannot come there again the beiter.
That is whai transpived eighteen vears ago
and it forcez wme to the conelusion that the
hon, member started out at that time wilh
one ohject in life and that was to make ir-
responsible siatements.  Unfortunately for
hini. however, hie has attained a posilion of
resp:onsibility now where lie must be respon-
sible for his actions. Still he blunders on in
the same way. The Colonial Seeretary in
lus sprech boasterd that my firm made money
amd  he insinuated  thai [ had  male
weallh by stealih and fhat T had puat patriot-
ism in my pocket. What happened was
this:  In 1913 when the State Sieamship
Service was inangurated it was in a siate ol
chavs, The Labour Government meant well
but they hail no experience. The privately
owned steamship companies were delighted
at the prospeet of the State service going on
the roeks. [ saw thal sometling had to be
done to keep the Siate service going and
that il the serviee went on the roeks Heaven
help the people in the North-West. My
firm chartered the steamer “Kwinana™ and
we sent her to the Eastern States to load
stuck. Ay firm made £1400 out of the
charter. We conld have gone on making
money, and ardinary penple eertainly waould
have wone on. ,

Hon. R. 3. Ardagh:
ordinary not {o. :

Hom. J. J. HOLMES: I did whatl very
few men would have done. I told the Press
and the pubiic exaetly what happenel und
but for my interview which was published
in the Press no one would have known what
was going on. Thatl exp:osure =aved the Statz

How very extra-
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Steamsinn Serviee. That was the commence-
ment of the re-organisation of the service.
A Royval Commission consisting of four gen-
tlemen was appointed to inquire inte what
was said by one J. J. Tlulmes and they were
to report to 1lix Excelleney the Governor.

Hon. I. ¥. Cullen: Were there two J. J.
Holmes' there!?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Xo, there was one.
the Chairman of that Roval Commission -
tinated at Lhe last silting that 1 had proved
evervthing [ had said about the State Steam-
ship Serivece. The Commissioners, however,
were never allowed to report. If they did
report, the report was never made public.
Not being satisfied with the eourse that was
adopicd L entered into correspondence with
the Governor. I claimed as = loyal and free
subject in a British community that T was
entitled to a verdiet from a Court which
was specifically created to try me. After
some eorrespondenca with the Governor I
helieved I threatened to petition His Maj-
esty the King from whom I was certain to
obinin justice. T subsequently obiained the
Governor’s consent to publish the ecorres-
pondence. but as the Chairman of the Com-
mission lad staled from the bench that I
hiad proved evervihing, [ felt that there was
nothing to be gained by biinuing His Maj-
esty’s represenlative into jt. Therefore, T
ahandoned further proccedings. That is the
transaction referred to by the Colomal Sec-
vetary when he falked about wealth by
stealth, Comtng to the point in the Co-
lonial Seeretary’s speech wherein he  re-
ferred to what 1 stated about the Wilson
(iovermnent having conspired with cattle
owners to make this last purchase of cattle
vamd, the Culonial Seerctary never denied
that. 1lle knows i1 tn be a {act. [ know that
the Wilson Government are not anxious to
make anvthing that the Scaddan Covern-
ment id look zond. Nevertheless they made
thai look cond and the question that arises
g, il they slarted ont in eanjunetion with
other people to keep up the price of cattle
purchased by the Scaddan  Government,
what is to happen to their eattle which they
propose to bring down next year and sell,
presumably, at the highest price fhey can
erei, Tlow will that fit in with the stale-
ment of the Colonial Seeretary that he pro-
puses to hring down this cattle and provide
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ehieap meal? The Colonial Secretary said
that shorlage of freight made it impossible
for more than a portion of the requirements
of the people to be brought down. We all
know that. But my point is, seeing that
there was a shortage of freight how is it
thai the whole of the freight was given to
one firm to the exclusion of all the others.
The Colonial Secretary said that the pro-
fits are going into the pockets of the pastor-
alists. What is the Colonial Secretary’s action
in connection with the representalion of the
agricaltoral community, Does he claim
that the profits of the agricultural ¢ominun-
ity are going into the poekets of the people?
The Colonial Seeretary has a Bill before
this House at the present time, the object
of which iz to obtain for the agricnitural
communitly every possible penny they are en-
titled to get. I go further and say the Col-
onial Secretary in face of the falling railway
revenue las been a party to making a re-
duetion in the agrienltural rates in order
that the agrenlturalists may make every
penny they are entitled to; yet he comes
into this House and makes an attack upon
me because 1 attempt as a member of the
North Province to stand here and try and
see that justiee is done to my people. The
hon. member’s position is this; he is en-
deavouring on the one hand to keep up the
price of bread and on the other his Govern-
ment enters into a quarter of a million eon-
tract to bring down the price of meut. He will
bring down the meat, but I do not know
whetler e will bring down the price of
it. Chai remains to be seen. The Crlonial
Seeretary sgays these steamers should have
made a profit last year, So they should.
I have already dealt with that aspect and
T propose to show that this vear there is a
handsome profit in the cattle business of
the North and I think hon. members ought
to know it. The ““Kwinana’ will earry
800 bullocks a trip. She will do the round
trip from Derby te Fremantle in 12 days.
There are no loading or unleading charges
bgcause the eattle run on and off. Before
the war the “Ewinana’s” value was £75 a
day. T will put it now at £150 a day and
assume she iz a chariered hoat. At £150 a
day that comes Lo £1,800 for the trip. She
will carry 800 bulloeks at £4 a head so that
there will be £1,400 per irip or £3,000 &
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month clear profit during the next cattle

gseason. The trouble is that the small
people in the North will not be al-
lowed io use the “Kwinana” because she

has passed out of the hands of the State
Steamship Service. The Colonial Secretary
vidienled the idea thal some of the pioneers
of the North would have to appeal to the
Tndustries Assistanee Board. "The Colonial
Secretary deoes not know them. The men T
refer to are small men and under the State
Steamship Service, when there were hall a
dozen hig people shipping up North, the
small men eould sell to the lialf dozen people
who were anxious fto buy and there was
competition in the market and a fair price
was obtained for lhe eattle.  Under the
present arvangement however where one
firm has all the space, that firm has a mon-
apoly.

The Colonial Seceretavy:
all the space.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES:
space for 8,000 or 9,000,

The Colonial Seeretary: They have not.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Then the report in
{lansard is not correct, It is stated that the
space theGovernment have in the*Kwinana”
is Eor 8,000, und {hat there is space on the
“Bambra®’ for 1,000, If Emanuel Brothers
gel the *“‘Mindevoo’® and the ‘‘Charon,”’
they are capable of carrying ahout 3,000.

The Colonial Secretary: Five thousand.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: That is what the
lion. member’s advisers tell him. The hon.
member will not listen to the representatives
of the North whe know exactly what they
are talking about. The ‘‘*Minderoo’’ and
the “Charon” last year ran a trip to Singa-
rore and a bye trip to Derby, two trips in
six weeks, This year the itinerary 15 a
monthly trip to Singapore. Tast year the
“Minderoo’’ and the **Charon’’ ran a trip
to Singapore which took a month, and a
trip to Derhy which took a fortnight, and
tlrey carried 4,000 cattle.

The Colonial Seecretary:
4,313 caitle.

Hon. 1}, J. HOLMES: This vear they are
zoing on a monthly service, and all that the
“Minderoo” and the “Charon™ can carry is
3.000, A peculiar thing about the contraet
is this: The “Moira” will earry 4,000, but
if the “Moira” is seeured she is tn go to

‘Tley have not

They have the

They carried
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Forrest, Emanuel, and in exchange for her
the “Minderco” and the “*Charen” will be
taken from Emanuvel Bros. It is a lovely
position for Emanuel Bros. to exchange
space for 3,000 eatile for space for 6,000,
How the Colonial Seeretary, or any man en-
dowed with eommon sense, could have been a
party to such an agreement 1 do nol know.
"The (‘vlonial Seereiary said the*Charon” and
the “Minderoo” were already secured by For-
rest, Emanuel for next year, which brinzs uvs
back to the fact thay Emanuel Bros. have
had these boats for 25 years and have them
again this year. Bui they are not satisfied,
They are going to give these two boats, cap-
able of carryving 3,000, to ihe Government,
and the Government are going to give them
the “*Moira,” capable of carrying 6,000. It
is an astounding state of affairs. The Col-
onial Secretary said that Emanuel Bros. are
acting as agenis for others. I have not seen
the coniract, but 1 would be surprised if
there is anything in it proving that Emanuel
Bros, are agents for others.

The Colonial Seeretary: The people for
whow they are acting as agents have told
us S0.

Hon. d. J. HOLMES: The Colonial See-
retary admitted that the Government should
have bought cattle from other owners pro
rata.  Then he said the other owners would
not sell. How could he know thal, seeing
that the owners did not know (hat ihe Gov-
erntitent would huv? The contract was made
without anybody else knowing anything
about it. The Colonial Secretary said they
were not certain as to the “Moira” for next
year. Moreover they were not certain as to
the contingent liability attached Lo the
“Moira™  Last year the “Moira™ was com-
mandeered by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment and transferred to the State Govern-
ment on condition that the State Government
gave a guarantee in respect of an indemnity.
The same condition will apply ihis year. So
hon. members will see the difficulties the
Government are running the country into
by bhandling these cattle.  The Cowmon-
wealth Government would not transfer the
“Moira” to put into the cattle trade without
an indemnity from the Stale Government.
The Commonwealth Government have power
to seize ships for war purposes, but can any-
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boldy reasonably contend that seixing the
“Moira” for the eattle trade is seizing her
lor war purposes?

The Colonial Secretafy: You are mot
blaming this Government for that, are yon?

lion. 4. J. HOLMES: The
knows |he difliculiies experienced last year,
and le tells 1he House the Government ex-
pect the “Moira” for next year. 1f they get
hier it will only be under a similar indemnity,
The Colonial Secretary said the “Kangaroo”
was unlikely 1o be brought into the {rade,
but that she would be available in
case of mishap fo any of the boats in the
(rade. | understand the “Kangaroo” is
earning anything from £50,000 to £100,000
a year. Is she to he tied up at. Fremantle
awaiting a mishap lo one of lhuse other
boats on lhe north-west coast? Does the
hon. member wish us to believe that that is
the proposition? What could the “Kanga~
roo,” trading in foreign waters, do if any
of these hoats on the North-West met wilb
a mishap? To be available for assistance,
the “Kangaroo” must be tied up at fre-
mantle awaiting the emergeney. One of the
chief poinls § previvusly mentioned was that
the (lovernment have tied up all this freight
to one firm. The Colonial Secretary did not
deal with that charge at all. Again, 1 said
the steamers would have to run direct be-
tween Kremanile and Deriy, 1o the exclusion
of all intermediate ports. The Colonial See-
retary at the time sheok his head, but in hia
reply he did not say a single word in re-
buttal. This question of cheap meat for the
publicis all amyth.  These cattle are bought
at something like £10 per head and the
Jovernment take all risk of mortality. One
important point not to be lost sighl of is
that tick has recently broken out in Derhy,
and will almost certainly be followed by tick
Fever, which will mean an immense loss.
Tick has appeared on cattle in Fremantle,
brought down recently. Cattle from Derby
have died of tick fever in the southern dis-
tricts here within the last monih. The
catile are bought hy the Government for
delivery at Derby. The place where the tick
fever will show itself is aboard the ship.
Then the Government will diseover another
of the difficulties they are up against in con-

Minister
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nection with this wonderful purchase of
cafile, and will see further liow difficult it
1% to provide the metropolitan area with
chean ment when the supply is 1,500 miles
awny.  The House can judge from the
audite | statement [ have read this afternoon
what profit (here is in the catlle trade and
what 1he Government are likely to get out
ol it with an army of highly paid officials
wha do not understand anything about il
In spite ol all thal the Colonial Secretary
has said. in spite of his inzecnrate state-
menis, 1 think 1 have proved that the Gov-
ernment have been tricked into a eonlract
that never should have been wade. Kmanuel
Bros.) representative, knowing the difficul-
ties, and knowing of the tick opibreak and
the serious loss likely to oceur, has success-
fully manipulated things until the responsi-
bility has been shifted from the shoulders of
his tirm to thiose of the Government, Couple
that with the facts that Hinanuel Bros. are
in the position that lhey exn sell their own
cottle this vear or keep thew as they think
fit. and they can buy other people’s cattle at
their own priee, or leave them on the sta-
tion. 1t has bhecn suggested thal the Gov-
ernment shonld  repudiate  their contraet.
That would he a fatal move. \When T moved
the motion [ drew a dislineiion helween
Emanvel Bros,, who 1 said were gentlemen
of honeur, and their loeal representaiive.
I believe that if the Government were to ap-
preach Fmanuel Bros, the finn would re-
duce their contract by one-half on the ecir-
eumstanees of the making of the contract
being explnined to them; bul if the Govern-
ment start out to fizht Emannel Bros. on
thut contiaet, they will find themselves op-
posed Lo shrewd business men. 1 have sug-
gested that (he Government shauld eompro-
mise in respect of this enntrael. T offerel
the suzzestion lo the Government hefore the
Ilonse heard anything of the contract, but,
as T have explained. Ministers refused lo
listen to me. Tt was in a state of despera-
tion concerning my constituents up North
that T moved the motion. T am prepared tfo
meet the Government to-day, lay all my
cards on the fable, and if there is a way out
of the diffienlty my serviees are al their
dixposal. .
Question pmt and passed.

[COUNCIL.]

RBILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, State Salaries (Commonwenlth Taxa-
tion).
2, Stamp Act Amendment.
Heceived Trom the Assembly.

BILIL—BETTING SUPPRESSION.

In Committes.
1o, W, Kingsmill in the Chair; Lhe Col-
onial Secretary in charge of the Bill
Clauses 1, 2—agreed Lo,
Clause 3—Interpretation:
Ton, A G JENKINS: 1
amendment—

That to the definition of “Public place”
the following be added:—but shall not
include a racecourse during the holding
of u race meeling in connection with which
meciing the totalisator is lmsfully in use”

[ have already explained in this Chamber
(he ohject of the amendment. Tt is proeti-
cally an amendment of the Criminal Codey
whieh forbids bookmakers to bet in any
sublie plaee.  The passing of the amend-
ment will permit 1he bookmaker to bet on
any racecourse where the totalisalor is law-
fully in use. The question of the bookmaiker
is nol now hefore the Committee. [et hon.
memhers disahuse their minds of that ilea
allogether. The Committer are considering
now, not the future of the bookmaker, but
the future of (he great non-proprietary ruce
clulle of Weslern Australin,  Gambling by
means ot the totalisator is alveady legalised.
T speak with knowledge when 1 say that
unless the amendment is  carried amld
nuless certain legislation now hefore anolher
place is amended, it will be impossible for
the W.A.T.U. (o continne racing on the
j re<ent seale and the Kalgoorlic and Boul-
der elubs will absolulely have io c¢lose down.
1 make these sinfiements with full knowladee
of the facls, and framn firsi-hand informa.
iion. [ have already pointed out what fhe
WG have done, and eoldfields members
have spoken in the same strain in regard to
ihe Kalgoorlie, Boulder, and Coolgardic
clubs, T am sure hon. members will not wish
{n see such insiitulions as the goldfields race
clubs absolutely elosed, as must resolt from
the passing of this clanse in its present
fori..  No doubt every member of the Com-

move ah
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miltee agrees (hat there is too much racing,
bme that evil will not be remedied one iota
by the abolition of the hookmaker, IEf peo-
ple are allowed to het only on the Lotalisator,
the effect will be 1o shat up most of the nun-
proprietary institutions and (o allow the
praprietary clubs which give stakes totalling
only £200 per day to race to the detriment
of Ihe genuine sport.

Hon, 0. B Cullen: Bt the hon. member's
awendment will  proteet the unregistered
clubs al=o.

Hon, A G JENKINE: DBut my amensd-
peine puis all the efubs on the s Toatine,
In the absenee of this amerdditenr, the hir
propietany cluls will e plaved on a better
footing than the noun-proprietury clubs.
The Colomial Seerctary has said (hat the
Giovernment have power over totalisator
licenses, This statement is correet exeepi-
ing as segards the W.AT.C, to whom the
Government do  nol  issne  a  lotakisalor
lirenve.  As regatds the other clubg nsing
the totalisator, however, the Governimnent,
if they are moved by a genuine desire to
curtil racing, ean give effect to that desire
wnder my amendment, which expressly state
that the bookmaker ¢annot bel on a econrse
unless the totalisator is legaliv in use therc.
The Premier is able (o say to all clubs which
o not encouraze the hest class of spoit,
s owill allow yon enly sneh and such o smali
number of davs Tn this way racine can
he eurtailed.  But that js not at present the
Premier’s idea.  He has stated as much to
the denutations which waited on him in this
connection.  His present idea i1 merely to
obtain revenue from the totalisator. Unfor-
tunalely, he will not see that by crushing
the elubs throngh increase of the totalisator
fax he will kill his revenue instead of in-
ereasing it.  The chatrman of the W.AT.(",
bas heen referied to by the Colomial See-
retary a5 having recommended hefore the
joeint seleet cammittee the aholition of ile
hovkmaker. T myself cannot understand
why the W.AT.CL did not take action o
contradict 1heir chairman’s evidence:; be-
cause, evidently, that evidence e¢xpresswl
only hi= own personal feeling, His eommit-
tee did not agree with him: in faet they
are azainst him. I venture te say that 86
per cenb. of the members of the ¢lub are aj<n
aaainst him.  Te show haw little valne is to
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be attached to the chairman’s evidence in
this respect. I with 1o read a felégram
which he recently sent to the Premier from
Melbourne:—

Am fo-day advised hookmakers Lo cease
first December.  You already know my
views, bt think it unfair alter existing
arrangements till after Chrisimas. Con-
sidering  club  gave fourteen thousand
pounds  war funds in  year 1914-15,
and  voluntarity  gave course military
foree, which they are now occupying,
and  umpossibility  altering  fotalisator
before  Christmas, and  that  stakes
For meeting lixed. 1 thisk | resem Inlen led
gelion trovernment will cause  hardship
to ¢hth and result serious loss, May I
respertfully wrge vou defer aetion until
Chii=tas meeting  over?

That telegram s a direet contradiction of
the chairman’s evidenee belure 1l juint
select connmitiee. e realises that ihe elub
depend on the bhoolmaker to carry them
thirough the Uhristinas meeting.

The Colonial Seeretary; Because the
fotatisator aceconunodation eannot be ex-
tended in time.

on, A, G, JENKINS: That veason is

only subsidiary. The main reason was that

the ¢lub had made arrangements for the
Christmas  wmeeting. bol, as T  lLave
pointed oui, olher clubs had also made
arrangements up to Easter. Ji was a
sellish attitude (o adopt Lo plead  that
the ctub be left alone till  Christmas
and the Government may do as ihey

like after. Are not other clubs, who have
wade arrangements, equally entitled to eon-
sideration ! The main object of the Gov-
ernmment in this Dill is 10 secure vevenue, and
it i< =noeesfed that €15.000 additional would
he raised, To do this it would be necessary
that an additional £100,000 be pat ihrongh
the machine. 1 have shown how the (lov-
ernment can raise additional revenure hy the
taxation of the bhookmakers, and 1 think it
right that the Goverminenl should sevure the
required  additional vevenue in the form
easiest of colleetion. The Criminal Code
was passed in 1902 and was the firsl enact-
ment rendering hookmaking on racecourses
unlawful.  From 1902 to 1016, nnder sue-
cessive Tiberal and Labour Governments,
there has not been a single prosecution for a
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breach of that section of the Criminal Code,
although the law has ben disobeyed Satur-
day after Saturday. And egain, within the
last two or three years, the Government have
taxed the bookmaker as a bookmaker. They
have called for his books and every betting
transaction has had to be shown in the year's
transactions, and if there has heen a profit
ke has had to pay income tax on that profit.
The law has reeognised him as carrying on a
lawful business. The Commiltee should
deal with the Bill. hefore the House, leaving
the boolimaker out of the question entirely,
and so amend the Bill that, instead of leav-
ing the bookmaker’'s business in the unlwaful
condition it is lo-day, make it a lawful busi-
ness. And the Committee should consider
those other clubs which have done so much
in the inlerest of genuine sporl,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: ¥ (rust
the Commiltee will not agree to this amend-
ment. I am not surprised that Mr. Jenkins
dealt with it at such length because this is
really the eritical feature of the Bill.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: The whole Bill.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : 1 would
not go se far as to say it is the whole Bill,
for I undersiand the hon.member is prepared
to allow sufficient of the Bill to remain to
enable the CGovernment to colleet some rev-
enue. While 1 am onposing the amendment,
I am free to admit that it would be pre-
ferable to legnlise hetting by Aet of Par-
liament than to leave it in its present illegal
eondition.  The hon. member suggesls thag
the abolition of the bookmaker would be
praelically the closing up of the W.A. Turf
Club and the certain elosing of the twe Kal-
goorlie clubs. Ile has referred also to tele-
gramg received from Mr. Cox. Mr, Cox,
in that telegram, uses the expression, “You
know my views,” and in using those words he
intended to convey ille meaning that the
Government knew of his views in favour of
the abolition of the bookmaker. He urged
that the decision to stop hookmaking on the
1st Tlecember be deferred until affer the
Christmas meeting, purely on the grounds
that the club wouwld not have time between
now and Christmas lo provide sufficienl to-
talisator accommodation for the anticipated
large inerease of patrons. Mr. Cox’s evi-
dence before the select eommiltee is explieit
on the point of his favouring Lhe abolition
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of the hookmaker, and yet we are told that
to-day the members of his committee and 80
per cent. ¢f the members of his club are op-
posed to it! The commiltee sat for a month,
and lwo weeks more were (aken in the pre-
paration of the report, and yet not one
mewber of the Turt Club eamne forward 10
confute the views put before the seleet com-
mitlee and neither, so far as my memory
serves me, did a single letter 1o the Press
appear objecting to the abolition of the
boockmaker. We are told that the abolition
of the bookmaker will entirely destroy the
racing c¢lubs on the fields. The seleel com-
mitlee went to the goldfields and took evi-
denee nod the first witness examined, the
president of the racing cluh, said that he did
not consider ihe bookmaker essential, and
that he saw no reason why the bookmaker
could not be dispensed with. Another wit-
ness examined at Kalgoorlie, who was
largely interesled in the Kalgoorlie racing
¢lub in an honorary capacity, Mr. Cuibush,
said that the totalisalor was a fairer means
of betting, Lhat as a citizen he was in favour
of the abolition of the bookmaker bnt as a
horse awner, he was noi in favour of it. The
chairman of the club advoeated Lhe aboli-
lion of the bookmaker. A prominent mem-
her of (he racing ¢ommunity, Mr. Cutbush,
certainly did not suggest that the abolition
of the bookmaker would destroy the eclub.
We are told that the Kalgoorlie elub would
also have fo close up if this contemplated
action was laken. On page 40 of the report
of the select committee (he evidence of Mr.
Johr Williany Fimister, the chairman of ihe
Kaigoorlie club, shows that although he does
not advocata the abolition of the bookmaker
e does not suggest that {he elub conld not
earry on without the bookmaker. I assure
Mr. Jenkins that the one aim of the Govern-
ment is not io raise revenue. The Govern-
ment would prefer not to geb a single six-
pence out of racing rather than the present
excess in racing should continue.

Hon. A. G, Jenkins: That is not what (he
I'remier soys.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I know
that is the Premnier’s view. 1 think from the
point of view of ihe public who patronise
the racecourses (hat the tolalisator will en-
tirely meet their needs. We find that in a
vast majority of cases the totalisalor gives



|22 Noveumser, 1916.]

ilte investor a belter return for his mouey
than does ithe bookmaker. I was astonished
io hiear Mr, Jenkins say that the bookmaker
wonld be satisfied with one per cent, whereas
the totalisator makes ten per cent., and |
find it diffienlt to reconcile these (wo dif-
ferent sels of cireumstances. 1 trust that
hon. members will agree that the present is
the time when we should do somelhing in
the dirveetion of suppressing the gambling
evil. and ihiat members will realise {heir re-
sponsibilities if they atiempt 1o legalise (he
bookmaker.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: Mr. Jenkins knows
thal his amendment is to legalise the book-
maker, He also said (hat we had only fo
wait until we saw the resuli of the division.
The hon. member has not said a word in
support of his argument for the hookmaker.
This amendnent means the legalising of the
hookmaker. Will Parliament take that respon-
sibility especially at this time, and will it ac-
cept the principle that the bookmakers’ eall-
ing is a lawful one? The arguments of the
“lon. member show liow hard put he is lo
make out his case. T am in favour of raeing
as i sport, but not as an established indus-
try, whigh is necessarily implied if racing is
going to depend on some revenue 1o the
owner and irainer through the bookmaker.
I hope the Committee will not take the re-
sponsibility of legalising the hookmaker in
spite of the hon. member’s boast that the
division will show,

flon. A, SANDERSON: We are in a
ludierous position. Here are the Govern-
ment masquerading as proteetors of the
nworals of the people whereas, as a matter of
facl, their only object 1s to get cash into the
Treasury till. I desire to express my em-
phatie disapproval of the attitude of the
Government in dealing with the measure.
They fake up an immoral attitude and at
the sume lime legalise (he totalisator.

The Colonial Secretary: It bas been lega-
lized for 30 years,

Hon. A. SANDERSOXN: That is highly
inleresting.  I{ hon., members will look at
the 1913 Siatute, in Section 211 they will
find that any house or room or any place
whatever which is used for any of the pur-
poses following, that is (o say for the pur-
pose of belfing, is ealled a eommon bettinz
liguse and any person who opens, oceupies,
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or uses any belting house is guilly of a mis-
dewcanour and liable to imprisonment with
hard labour for three vears. The Govern-
menl have the power in their hands at the
presenl time lo deal with this question. Tt
it comes fo a comparison between the hook-
muker and the totalisator 1 think that the
tolulisator is a more immoral instrument
than 1he bookmaker, and yet we are asked
te support the Government in this Bill. 1
support Mr, Jenkins beeause it seems to me
that be has a grasp of the position. 1If 1
have to clioose belween making bookmaking
a lawful calling and making the totalisator
a Iawlul institytion, with the sole object of
pulting eash into the pockets of the fiovern-
ment, 1 shall rot have the slightest hesita-
fion in supporling the former. T have no
hesilation whatever in felling the leader of
the House (hat this masquerading of the
Governmenl as a protector of morals, ahol-
ishing the hookmaker, and legalising the
totalisator is the most immoral proposal, so
far as raeing is concerned, that 1 have heard
in this country, and I sincerely trust that no
vote in Lhis Honse will be given to support
the totalisater, which is ecorrupiing every
seclion of the community, from the child of
15 or 16 up to the punter, who will put his
money on the machine.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: T take exception to
the motives tmputed by Mr. Cullen, when
lie referred to the question of lobbying in
dealing with this amendment. 1 refraineil
from speaking on the second reading of the
Bill, preferring to see what was brought for-
ward in the way of amendments, and T ean
safely say that np to the present fime no
member knows the views which T hold in
connection with the measure. The Colonial
Secretary referred to the fact that the book-
maker is in evidence in New Zealand., 1T
have heen in New Zealand sinee the intro-
doction of the existing law in  regard to
bookmakers, and I have no hesitalion in
saving lhat there iz as muell street betting
going on in Chrisichurch during the pro-
gress of a biz meeting as there is to be seen
in St. George's-ferrace, Perth.

Hon, R. (i. Ardagh: That is not correet.

IHon. J. DUFFELL: T have seen it with
my own eyes. All T can say is that there
15 a tendency in the one direction, and that
is Lhat the legislation whieh we have been



1078

ealled upon to consider of late is in the
direction of making laws which are nothing
more or less than a faree, and which it is
impossible fo expect the people to abide by.
Unless the amendment is earrvied the Bill will
rank with some of the legislation to which |
have just referred.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: The amendmeni
will reeeive my support. If Jr. Cullen is
consiclent he will have fo put up a fight
against the conlinvation of legalising the
{otalisator. The fael remains thai we shall
nol be doing away with the evil if we abol-
ish the hookmaker. The Colonial Secretary
has guoted the evidence. of ipembers of the
raetng clabs on the goldfields. Mr. Fimister,
in giving an nnbiassed opinion, said he con-
sidered the present method was the best, that
was, with the buokmaker and fhe totalisafor,
but when pressed as to which he would main-
{ain, he said that if it came to aholishing
on¢ he would prefer to retain the totalisator.
I remicmber on one occasion the Kalgoorlie
Club received about £6.000 as eommission
fromi the folalisator, and when we consider
that (he fees from the bookmakers are eon-
siflerably helow that, it is natural to expeet
the president of a racing club to sav that
he would prefer to retain the lotalisator. |
am nof partieniarly interesled in racing, and
I have nol had my vote influenced in anv
way, hut at ihe same {ime, taking every-
thing inio consideration, and partieularle
for the reazom staled by Mr., Sandersom, it
we vigw this as an cvil, and if we are to
have hetfing. there is no earthly reason why
it should be allered so far as the racecourse
is eancerned.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T feel
I musi endeavour to ecorrect the mis-con-
eeplion in the mind of Mr. Sanderson in re-
gard fo the issue. The hon. memher stated
we were asked to aholish the hookmaker and
legalise the totalisator. The Commilfee is
not asked lo dg either. So far as leaalising
the totalisator is concerned, the machine was
Tezalised hy Act of Parliament in this State
as far hack as 1893, and so Tar as the tax-
ation of fhe lotalisator receipts is concerned,
that has been in operalion sinee 1905. This
Committee is not asked lo lecalise the totali-
sator, mor is it asked to legalise the taxa-
tion of {otalisator receipls, nor is the
Commitfee asked to abelish the book-

(COUNCIL.)

maker, The Government merely =ay that
it the Bill is passed it will give an eflfeciive
meaus of sappressing street betting, and
then the Government will put into operafion
the existing legislation to abolish the book-
maker.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: You do not want
this Bill to do that.

The COLONTAYL SECRETARY: We re-
alise that. The Governmenl realise it would
he foolish to abelish the bookmaker on the
racecourse, and permit shop and street Det-
ting to coniinue, hoth being infinitely worse
than helting on the racecourse. That is the
position. And the Government are im-
pressed with this: That altheugh the enlling
is illezal, if it has been carried on for a
large number of years Some intimation
should be given hefore it is definitely sup-
pressed; and the form of infimation chosen
was to submit 1o Parliament a Bill that will
do away with street and shop hetting.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: On woral grounds.

The COLONTAL BSRCRETARY: The
hon. member may sneer at moral gronnds
if he wishes. The grounds are that an enor-
mous anount of money is lieing wasted by
the community. The Governmenl are firmly
impreszed with the idea {hat 1if ihe book-
maker is abolished and the Government are
ziven control over racing fixtures, they will
be able to save io ilhe commumty a great
deal of money that now goes into channels
that ought nol te be permitted. It has been
saidl 1hat the bookmaker must be popular
or he could nol exist. T think he does inare
than exist, that e lives very well indeed.
And when he says (o fhe Treasurer “do not
al:olish us; tax ns at the rate of €106 per
annum eaeh,’” he gives the Government and
community zome eonception of how well be
really does live. Mr. Sanderson entirely mis-
{akes the issue when he says the Committes
is ncked to legalize the totalisator and that
1he Government are asking permission fu lax
the totalisator and abolish the hovkmaker.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAXN: The Government
in bringing forward the proposal to stop
befting muxt he animated by one of two
purposes, must he desivous of heing the
protecinr of publie morals or, alternatively,
of improving the finanees. The eontention
of those who support the amendment is that
from whichever point it he viewed the pur-
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pose of thoze suppuorting the Bill in its en-
Grety will he deteated it the Bill be earried.
if it be as the Colonial Seerctary intimates,
the desire of the Government that public
morality should be improved, 1 claim that
any attempt to abolish the bookmaker will
have just the opposite effect. Some control
is exerciserll over bookmakers to-day, but if
any atternpt he made (o abolish them, then
aveording to My, Duffell and others we will
have beiting carried on secrelly by a class
ol huokmakers new and altogether ohjer-
tionable. In respect of the point of view of
the Treasurer. we lave the evidence of men
who know peh morve about the mailer than
do the majority of members that the aholi-
tion of the hovkmakers will pul an end to
sood ehuss racing and, so far from assisi-
ing the revenne, it will mean the destruction
of racine.  The commitfees of hoth the Wal-
goorlie and the Bouller racing clubs are
strong oppunents of the abolition of the
bookimakers, and they hold that e aheolish
the hookmmakers would be Lo put an end to
good racing in Kalgoorlie and Boulder:
therefore, | intend to support the amend-
menl on the grounds stated.

Hon. A, (L JEXKIXS: To my mind. the
remarks of Mr. Sanderson are perfectly
logical.  Certainly, he does nol give eredit
to the Giovernment for the high moral atti-
tade they elaim; but there is no offence in
that, and no reason why the Colonial See-
rétmy shauld say 1hal these views are illogi-
eal. The hon. member carried s argumend
to a suecessful conglusion.  The Government
are trying (o claim virive in the totalisator
whilst denying any virtwe in the hookmaker.
New Zealand and Seuth Australia have heen
referred to. In South Australia a econ-
sidlerahle section of those who frequent the
acecourses are what are koown as totali-
salor agents. Really they are hookmakers.
Pairens of the race meetings. insiead of
serambling around the totalisalor window
give their money tn one of those agents, who
takes it and pays the same dividend as does
the . totalisator. TIn almost every billiard
saloon in Adelaide a book on the races is
maile. For the size of the populalion there
is more hetting through bookmakers in Adel-
aide than in anv other city of Anstralia.
In Xew Zealand the same state of affairs
exist=. There, after every race meeting, in-
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numerable prosecutions follow for breaches
ol the hetting law, Clearly we cannol sup-
press betting, and tlhierefure it is mueh bet-
ter to bring it under control.

Houn, 4. E. DODD: I have not previously
spoken on Lhis Bill, but have listened care-
Ily to the arguments advaveed. I am un-
willine {0 zive a silent vote. Persomally 1
have very little time for the bookmaker,
whom 1 eonsider largely a parasite. I am
willing to go as far as anybody in the direc-
tion of limiting parasitic influence at the
present time,  But it seems to me that the
Govermment are not going about the matter
in the right way, Lf they wish to Hmit rae-
ing and wizh lo consider the question of
betting From the point of view of wmorality,
there is an easier and a quicker way than
this Dill available to them. TLet them in-
trodvee a Bill to control racing, To my
mind. it is an absolute geandal that at this
tine, when we are at death grips and prae-
tieally fighting for our existence. there
should be g0 many raee meetings. 1 fail
to see that this Bill will achieve its end.
n the goldfields there ave two very line
parks whieh, according to all who are com-
petetit to speak on the subject, will be shut
down if the amendinent is not carried. I feel
compelled 1o vote for the amendment. 1f
the Governnent would agree tu make to the
Kalgoorlie and Boulder elubs grants sufli-
cient to keep them going, T should be in-
clined to reverse my vote.

Amendment put, and a division iaken
with the followine result;—

Aves .. .. .. 13
Nous .. .. N
Majority for .. .. b
AYES,
Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hor. J, W. Kirwan
Hoa. J. Cunninzh Hon. C. MeKenzia
Hon, J. E. Nodd Hon. H. Milllngtan
Hen. 1. Dauffell Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon, J. Ewlng Hon. C' Sommers
Hon, J. W. Hickey Hon. G. W, Miles
Hon. A, G, Jenkina {Trlire)
NoES.
1Ton. C. F¥. Baxier Hon. J. A, fireis
Hon. H. I'. Colcbateh Hon. J. 1. Holmes
Hon, J. 7. Cullen ' Hen, H. Carson
Hon. J. M. Drew {Tetlce.)

Amendment thos pas<ed.
Clause as amended, azreed to.
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Clanse 4—Power to enter and search
belting house under speeial warrant:

On motions by the COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY amendments were made as follow:
—Subelavse 1, after ‘‘money,’’ line 9, ‘*and
all instruments of betting’’ inserted; also
after “cards,” line 9, “hooks” inserted;
also to Subclause 2, the words “and may
seareh any person found in the shop, room,
or place’” added.

Clause ns amended, agreed to.

Clauses 5 to 8—agreed to.

Clause 9—-Penalty on persens advertising
us to betiing, ete.:

TFlon. A. SANDERSON; This elause pro-
vides (hat “no person shall send a telegram.”
1 wish to know what thal means. What au-
thority has this Parliament to prevent a
person from sending a telegram? We often
¢eem lo he unconscious of the existence of
the Federal Constitution, but 1 entertain
ohjection to passing legislation which has
no eflect. .

Hon. J. F. Cullen: No person shall send
a lelegram in connection with a befting-
house.

Hon. A. SANTHIRSON: Whether in eon-
nection with a betting-house or a baby, does
not matter. Does the leader of the House
consider thai we have any authority or
power over the Federal Post Ollice?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : M
Sanderson has raised a point to which 1
have given no consideration previously. I
think this Parliament has the power referred
to, though that power may be somewhat
difficult to enforce.

Hon. .\, SANDERSON: T hope the Com-
miftee heard lhe reply, that the Colonial
Secretary has given no consideration to this
question.

The Colonial Seeretary: T said I had not
previously given consideration to the point
raised by the hon. member.

IIon. A. SANDERSON: Quite so. T
have called attention fo the fact that ibis
clause provides that “no persan shall send
a telegram.” Having raised that point, 1
am told by the leader of the Houge that that
point as to sending a telegram has heen
given no consideration hy the Government.

The Colunial Secretary: I did not say
that.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. A. SANDERSON: But I say so.
This is a Bill introduced by (he Colenial
Seeretary, and is, in the ordinary parlance,
a Government measure. Surely even mem-
bers of the Governmenl in another place
would be able to appreciale my point. We
have the nssurance of (he leader of the
fTouse that the question has not been con-
sidered. 1 am pulting before the Committee
the position that this Stale Parliament is
proposing to pass this Bill into an Act lo
prevent people in this State from sending
a telegrim, 1l does not matter for what pur-
pose, ‘That 1 ¢laim is a matler under the
control of the Federal Government and that
this State Parliament cannoi and will not
be able tv enforce (his clause if il be passed.
1 ask the leader of the House if (he point
hag been given consideration, and if not,
why not? 1 am dealing with the question
from a purely eonstitutional point of view
and have no desire to misrepresent either
the leader of 1he House ot the Government.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : T wonld
remind the hon. Mr. Sandersen that the Bill
was drafted in the Crown Law Department,
and whether congideration was then given (o
the point now raised by him, I am not in a
position to sav. T shall submit his peint to
the Crown Law authorities and ascertain
whelher his contention is correct. As to the
matter heing within (he provinee of the
Slate Parliament, 1 take it the State can
prohibit the sending of lelegrums containing
ohjectionable matter in just the same way
ag there is a restrietion upon the sending of
letters. The hon. member will realise that it
is an offence {o send threatening letiers
through the post. And while I do not speak
as a lawyer, 1 do not think it is incom-
petent for a State Parliament to pass laws
making it an offence to send telegrams eon-
faining certain matters.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: The point raised
by Mr. Sanderson is an exlremely important
one and the question arises as to whether, if
this clanse be passed and a telegram econ-
trary to the elause i1s handed in, by sending
that telerram the Commonwealth aunthorities
do not thereby become privy to an offence,
against the laws of the State. The position
which arises is whether the power may be
taken under this clause by the State of ex-
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ercising it tensorship over telegrams de-
spatchied by the Federal Government. I am

elad the Colonial Secretary has agreed to
refer the question to the Crown Law au-
thorities and feel the Committee is under an
obligation to Mr. Sanderson for bringing
the matter forward. All too frequently
lemisiation is passed which is afterwards
found to be inoperative,

Hon. A. . JENKINS: The elause has
been copied from a Vietorian statute passed
prior to the inauguralion of Federation, and
it may be that the draflsman has not re-
alisedd that fact, 1 am not prepared to sy
whether lhe Staile has any eontrol over the
sending of telegrams or not. I should
pleased to hear that the Colonial Secretary
would agree to the posiponement of the
clause.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: 1 deeply regret
that Ar. Cullen’s opinion on the constitu-
tiona) aspect of the question has so totally
fuiled to support my views, for he tells us
that no dilficulties whatever can arise in (he
matter.

On motion by COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY, consideration of Clause 9 postponed
uniil after consideration of Clause 15.

Clanse 10—agreed to.

Clause 11—Powers of police {o suppress
strect belting:
~ Hon. A. G. JENKINS: 1 move an amend-
ment—

Thet Subelause (]) be struck out.
This subelanse gives power to any member
of the police foree, without warraunt, to ar-
rest a person, bring him before a linisler

Justice and have him searched. This
power is too great. It is giving too much
laiitude to any policeman, who ean come
alony in the street and say (hat be suspects
an tndividual of street bettine and, withoul
a warrant, arrest him and have him searche:dl.
The palice have already sufficient powers in
the matter of suppressing  street  hettinz
under this weasnre without these partieu-
larly drastie powers. There are many per-
sons who are in the ordinary way of bnsi-
ness and who mizht he talkine to a hook-
maker in (he street, and a policeman eonld
come along and treat them in this manner
without a warrant. It will lead to a lot of
trouble. T hope the Colonial Sceretary will
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not insist on the retenlion of this subelau:e
in the Bill

The COLONTATL SECRETARY: I admil
that the subclause is drastic but I do not
think street betiing can be effectively dealt
with without such drastic provision, .\t
the same time I am prepared, if the hon.
memher will withdraw Lis amendment, to re-
porf progress.

Hon. A, (. Jenkins: Suceh a clause is
not found in any other Act in the world.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is an
extreme provision which we should not enaet
if it can be avoided. If, after consulting
with the authorities, it is found necessary to
have these drastie provisions, I will ask the
Ceomniittee to give these extrewe powers in
order to deal with street betling.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: T will withdraw
the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Progress reported.

ITouse adjourned at 10.25 p.m.
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